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MY EFLU EXPERIENCES
CHAITHRA P, OLD STUDENT

From a Malayalam medium school, to the only university for English and Foreign languages
in Asia, my journey was all about beating myself. Being a student, who was good at science, my
choice of English for higher studies was questioned by my well wishes. These were a lot of
opportunities paned before me; and as Robert Frost put it, I chose the road which was “less travelled
by” the science stream students. Though the decision was not from a firm object; still i do not regret
about the choice, as i believe: when there is a will, there will be a way for sure at any closed space
which will lead to the light.

I who have started learning English only from the fourth standard, that in at the age of 9,
was of course poor in the language. One of my motive was to improve my language, where i scored
comparatively less marks in the exam. I wanted to prove my self that “I could”.

At college, i was one out of the very few Malayalam medium students in the class, where the
lion share was from CBSE. It was not easy at the beginning. I couldn’t make out what the teachers
spoke and faced difficulties while speaking. The difficulties ranged from hesitation to diffidence.
However, slowly dares to speak my broken English in front of the well spoken Englishes.
Surprisingly that attempt was not from my urge to speak in English, but from a longing to express
my views.

And this was the point where I realised that a language is only a form of expression, a tool
for communication. It should not be used to impress but to express. As Joseph Annamkutty Jose,
and emerging speaker said, when one has the content, the language will follow him/her.

After completing my UG, I got selected to the EFLU for higher studies. EFLU was an
amalgam of different cultures and languages. It was a mini India, where the student were from
diverse areas speaking various languages and to communicate, English was the only way. The
environment also was sounded by the same language and was an opportunity to imbibe and
reproduce. The environment, and more over the clave to communicate stimulated my English.

Thus the first thing is to enrich your soul, your core with five content. And this is well done
when one acquire or imbibe it from the environment. This can be done through reading, listening,
watching and speaking English. One of the main thing one should always remind in that the
language must come from inside, the utterances should be to express one’s our ideas, and not to use
correct English.

The fact in that there is no perfect English, as it is a global language, which is used bt people
of different languages, cultures , communities and geographies. Another fact is that English or any
language is not better than any other languages. And more over, English has become an Indian
language, and is not a Foreign language any more.

Each language has its own beauty, its own advantages and ultimately it is a medium of
expression, even the the language has its own politics.

When one realises these facts and uses the language for the expression of the soul it will
become easy. It will become your language over uses and you will progressively attain a good
command over it. Even if you couldn’t, there is nothing to worry. As Kamala Das put it, the
language you speak becomes yours, its distortions, its queernesses becomes yours. The language
you speak has a unique beauty you have attached to it. We confident and express your views, in
spite of worrying about perfect English
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