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Born: 22 December 1887 in Erode, Tamil Nadu state, India
Died: 26 April 1920 in Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu state, India

Ramanujan was born in his grandmother's house in Erode, a small village

about 400 km southwest of Madras. When Ramanujan was a year
old his mother took him to the town of Kumbakonam, about 160

km nearer Madras. His father worked in Kumbakonam as a clerk
in a cloth merchant's shop. In December 1889 he contracted
smallpox.

When he was nearly five years old, Ramanujan entered the A i/
primary school in Kumbakonam although he would attend e
several different primary schools before entering the Town High L ’ A
School in Kumbakonam in January 1898. At the Town High

School, Ramanujan was to do well in all his school subjects and showed himself an

able all round scholar. In 1900 he began to work on his own on mathematics summing
geometric and arithmetic series.

Ramanujan was shown how to solve cubic equations in 1902 and he went on to find

his own method to solve the quartic. The following year, not knowing that the quintic
could not be solved by radicals, he tried (and of course failed) to solve the quintic.

It was in the Town High School that Ramanujan came across a mathematics book by
G S Carr called Synopsis of elementary results in pure mathematics. This book, with its
very concise style, allowed Ramanujan to teach himself mathematics, but the style of
the book was to have a rather unfortunate effect on the way Ramanujan was later to
write down mathematics since it provided the only model that he had of written
mathematical arguments. The book contained theorems, formulae and short proofs. It

0Nl 66NMIGMR , MNWS 12
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also contained an index to papers on pure mathematics which had been published in

9th

the European Journals of Learned Societies during the first half of the 19" century.

The book, published in 1856, was of course well out of date by the time Ramanujan
used it.

By 1904 Ramanujan had begun to undertake deep research. He investigated the series
Z(I/n) and calculated Euler's constant to 15 decimal places. He began to study the

Bernoulli numbers, although this was entirely his own independent discovery.

Why is the number 1729 known as the Ramanujan number?

When Ramanujan heard that Hardy had come in a taxi he asked him
what the number of the taxi was. Hardy said that it was just a boring number: 1729.
Ramanujan replied that 1729 was not a boring number at all: it was a very interesting
one. He explained that it was the smallest number that could be expressed by the sum
of two cubes in two different ways.

There are two ways to say that 1729 is the sum of two cubes. 1x1x1=1; 12x12x12=1728.
So 1+1728=1729 But also: 9x9x9=729; 10x10x10=1000. So 729+1000=1729 There are
other numbers that can be shown to be the sum of two cubes in more than one way,

but 1729 is the smallest of them.
e 1729 =123+1°
e 1729 =10°+9°

0Nl 66NMIGM , MG 13
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HISTORY QUIZ

| eh gl
enilmlearsd emxmy

Who is The Chairman of the Constituent Assembly?

. In which year the state AndraPradesh was formed?

Who is the Secretary of states department?

States Reorganisation Act was formed in?

Who is the leader of the newspaper Young India'?

Who is the founder of 'Kerala Kalamandalam'?

Which is the special education plan proposed by Gandhiji?
Hindu Widow remarriage Act was formed in -?

. Which are the constitutional institutions?

10.The first World War and second World War was started in
which year?

© © oo L=

Answers:

Dr.Rajendra Prasad.
1953.

V P Menon

1956.

Mahatma Gandhi.
Mahakavi Vallathol Narayana Menon
Wardha Education Plan
1856

. UPSC and Kerala PSC

10. First World War -1914
Second World War - 1939

S2EY Gl BE B s BE e
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SAKUNTALA DEVI

India's Human Computer (1929 - 2013)

@amd 2Imd 10 B

Born in a well-known family of Brahmin priests in Bangalore, Shakuntala Devi received her
early lessons in mathematics from her grandfather. By the age of five she was recognized as a child
prodigy and an expert in complex mental arithmetic. A year later she demonstrated her talents to a
Hailed as an authentic heroine of our times her feats are recorded in

the Guinness Book of World Records. She has made international headlines for

- out-performing and out-computing the most sophisticated computers in the
world.Yet, Shakuntala Devi dislikes being called the ‘human computer’ . She
strongly believes that people have minds better than any computer. Her passionate

interest in exploring and expanding the learning capacity of the human mind led
her to develop the concept of ‘mind dynamics’.

She maintains that a child’s curiosity and receptivity during infancy and
childhood can never be matched, and we must nurture the young minds by offering the right
learning process and motivation to develop the innate strengths possessed by every child.

She has authored many books especially the world famous Figuring: the Joy of Numbers where she
shares some of the methods of mental calculations. Puzzles to puzzle you, More Puzzles to Puzzle
you, The Book of Numbers, Mathability: The Math Genius in Your Child, Astrology for you, Perfect

Murder, In the Wonderland of Numbers and Awaken the Genius in Your Child are some of the books
authored by her. (All books available at our store)

"Numbers have life; they're not just symbols on paper." - Shakuntala Devi
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	Srinivasa Aiyangar Ramanujan
	
	Born: 22 December 1887 in Erode, Tamil Nadu state, India Died: 26 April 1920 in Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu state, India

	Why is the number 1729 known as the Ramanujan number?

