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Under the Oak: Wishes and Fireflies
(Short Story)

Maya, no older than six, sat tucked beneath the ancient oak in her
backyard. Its gnarled branches stretched like protective arms, casting
dappled sunlight on her freckled nose. In her hand, a tiny dandelion
held a universe of wishes. Each feathery seed carried a dream: a pony
with a flowing mane, a friendship bracelet shimmering with rainbows,
a never-ending summer.

With a deep breath, she puffed, sending the seeds into the wind.
Laughter bubbled up as they danced on the breeze, each wish taking
flight. Her gaze followed them, soaring until they disappeared into
the vast blue canvas of the sky.

Suddenly, a shadow fell across her face. It was Leo, the boy from next
door, usually an unwelcome pest who teased her relentlessly. But
today, he looked different. His hair was tousled, a smear of dirt
across his cheek, and a hint of vulnerability in his eyes.
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“Can | see?" he asked, gesturing to the dandelion remnants in
her hand.

Maya hesitated, then held out the stem. Leo peered down, a
small smile tugging at his lips. "Do you really think they'll
come true?"”

She shrugged, unsure. "Maybe. Sometimes."

They sat in comfortable silence, watching the leaves sway
overhead. Maya, emboldened, reached out and plucked a blade
of grass, tickling Leo's nose. He giggled, swatting her hand
playfully. A truce, unspoken but understood, had been

declared.
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