St. Xavier's LPS South Thanissery

History

South Thanissery, an enchanting region in the southern part of Thrissur District, is celebrated for
its communal harmony and rich diversity. To fully comprehend the historical context of St. Xavier's
Lower Primary School, South Thanissery, established in 1927, it is essential to examine the events
that led to its founding.

To contextualize this, let us explore the origins of St. Xavier's Church, the patron saint of St.
Xavier's LPS, South Thanissery. The church was established in the 19th century, a period marked
by the prevalence of the caste system. During this time, Christian families from Thanisserykkara,
Kuzhurkkara, Pooppathikkara, and Madathumpadykkara consolidated into a more cohesive religious
community.

This community faced significant challenges in fulfilling their spiritual needs due to the lack of
transportation and considerable distance to Ambazhakkad Church, making travel arduous. To address
this issue, the local Christian community attempted to construct a makeshift shrine near Kuzhur
Ottumpura.

Undeterred, the community's ancestors continued their efforts to establish a place of worship. They
temporarily constructed a shed to build a church on the south side of the Thanur Temple; however,
this endeavor was abandoned following a peshkar order prohibiting churches near temples. During
these ongoing protests, the community's ancestors resolved to establish the church on Vellattukunnu,
despite its water scarcity.

Notably, a royal order was issued permitting the construction of the church. It was a humble thatched
shed with St. Francis Xavier as patron. Under Reverend Attokkaran Thoma Kathanar's visionary
leadership, the local Christian community combined their efforts to nurture their faith.

Recognizing the importance of education for social growth, Reverend Puthussery George Kathanar
founded Pallikkoodam next to the church in 1927. The school was aptly named after St. Francis Xavier.
During Reverend Palayur Mathew's tenure, significant developments took place: the Franciscan
Clarist community established a convent, and classes commenced.

Between 1955 and 1960, authorities oversaw the construction of the church school, addressing
spatial constraints. Under Reverend Cherunilam Fr. John's leadership, the longest-serving manager in
the school's history, the institution underwent modernization and electrification. The dedication and
perseverance of local managers have significantly contributed to the school's progress, transforming
it into the esteemed institution as it is today.

Following its establishment in 1927, the school's first head teacher was Mr. T.C. Govindan. Thomas
P.A. from Potteparambil House was the school's first student. In 1927, school admitted 180 students
across three divisions - 1A, 1B, 2. The school welcomed students from diverse religious and social
roots, focusing on serving indigent families; initially, the majority of students were Christians.



During the early years, student numbers were remarkable in classes 1 to 3, but only fewer students
were promoted to class 4. Later, from 1937 to 1953, the school expanded to 8-12 divisions. Between
1953 and 1980, the school grew to 12-19 divisions with 22 teachers. After 1980, enrollment declined,
reducing to 9 divisions by 1993-1994. From 1996 -1997 onwards the school consolidated to 8 divisions
and 8 teachers.

Throughout its history, eminent headmasters and headmistresses have played pivotal roles in shaping
the school's growth and development. Between 1963 and 1974, St. Xavier's LPS School thrived with
19 divisions, 22 teachers, and over 800 students. However, the current enrollment has decreased to
8 divisions and 8 teachers.

Several factors have contributed to this decline: decreased birth rate and student population,
proximity to alternative schools- CBSE, State Syllabus, and ICSE, and parental preference for English
medium schools. To address this challenge, the authority initiated revitalization by introducing an
English medium division to attract students since 2000.

The surrounding area has witnessed significant growth in infrastructure - convenient roads
and communication facilities, healthcare -Allopathy, Ayurvedic, and Homoeopathic hospitals, and
education -high schools. Despite challenges, St. Xavier's school continues to play a vital role in the
community, fostering education and growth.

Current Status and Future Prospects

St. Xavier's LPS remains committed to providing quality education, embracing its legacy
of communal harmony and diversity. As the school moves forward, it seeks to build on its strengths,
address challenges, and continue to serve the community with dedication and excellence.

From 1927 to 2024 our school benefited from the esteemed headmasters and headmistressess
1n its enhancement.

Mr. T C Govindan 1927 - 1937

Mr. V P Parameshwaran Nambiar 1937 - 1958
Mr. V P Govindan Nambiar 1958 - 1959
Mr. A I Kuriappan 1959 - 1969

Mr. O T Ouseph 1969 - 1980

Mr. M V Poulose 1980 - 1986

Mr. C O Thoman 1986 - 1987

Mr. V P Govindan Nambiar 1987 - 1992
Mr. P A Devassykkutty 1992 - 2000

Mrs. P M Rosily 2000 - 2002

Mrs. P I Cicily 2002 - 2004

Mrs. M K Alice 2004 - 2007

Mr. P U Wilson 2007 - 2019

Mrs. Melda P D 2019 - continuing






ST.XAVIER’S LP SCHOOL SOUTH THANISSERY

Report

*97th Academic Year Commences with Vibrant Celebrations*

Our institution proudly commenced its 97th academic year on June 1, 2023, marking a significant
milestone in its illustrious history.

*Celebrations and Observances*

- Environment Day: Promoting eco-awareness and sustainability

- Thiruhridaya Pratishtha: Emphasizing spiritual growth

- Reading Day: Fostering love for literature

- Anti-Drug Day: Raising awareness against substance abuse

- Independence Day: Honoring India's freedom struggle

- Ozone day : Awareness about ozone layer's protection

- School Work Experience Fair: Showcasing student artisan skills

- School Science Fair: Encouraging scientific inquiry

- School Social Science Fair: Nurturing social learning

- School Maths Fair: Growing logical intelligence and mathematical knowledge

- School Arts Day: Enhancing little artists

- Onam Celebration: Embracing Kerala's rich cultural heritage

- Teacher's Day: Recognizing dedication to education

- Gandhi Jayanti: Commemorating Mahatma Gandhi's legacy and Non violence day

- Kerala Piravi Day: Celebrating the state's formation

- National Education Day : Remembering Maulana Abul Kalam Asad, celebration of knowledge.
- Children's Day : Tribute to our first prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru and to celebrate childhood.
- Christmas Celebration: Spreading joy and festivity

- Republic Day

- Celebration: Honoring India's Constitution

*Inclusive Education Initiatives*

- Special educator, speech therapists, and psychologists provide weekly counseling and training for
children with special needs

*Parents-Teachers Association (PTA)*

Each year we are delighted with enthusiastic support of our parents, who shows constant dedication
and love towards our school.

Also we conduct regular parents' meetings to assess student progress and promote overall well-being.
Each year, we conduct a general body meeting to elect PTA representatives.
Hereby me present the names of PTA members St. Xavier’s L.P. School.

PTA president :
Pheely P M



Vice Presidents :
Shibu K V
Nisha N J
PTA Executive Members :
Akhil C S
Jithin K B
Rijesh K D
Rijuvin Raju
Jilsa Thomachan
Sheeba Jinson
Jinu Justin
Sanitha K N
Bajitha M C
Mother PTA president :
Mariya Anoop
Vice President :
Ancy Sanoj
Mother PTA Members :
Sina Biju
Surabhi C S
Sinju Shaju
Anu Raphel
Divya pratheesh
Seetho Baiju

*Achievements*

The special achievements of St. Xavier’s School in the year 2023 - 2024
- Four students qualified in LSS examination.

- Secured Third Position in Sub-district Arts fest.

- Achieved Sixth Place in Work Experience fair in sub district.

- Rewarded with Third position in Social science fair in sub district.

*Special Recognitions™

Parish community honored our school with a memento, acknowledging school's excellence
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