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THE LAST LEAF

To Greenwich Village, many people came who were
interested in art .They liked the Bohemian life of the
village ,and they enjoyed living among so many artists.
The buildings and apartments were often very old and
dirty , but this only added to the interest of the place.

At the top of an old three — storey brick house,Sue and
Joanna had their studio. “Johnsy” was the familiar name
for Joanna. One of them was from the state of Maine,

the other from California. They had met in the restaurant
of an Eighth Street hotel. Both were artists who had
recently come to New York to make their living.

That was in May. In November , a cold , unseen stranger,
whom the doctors called pneumonia, stalked about the
city, touching one here and one there with his icy fingers .
He touched Johnsy and she lay, scarcely moving ,on

her painted iron bed ,looking through the small window
at the blank wall of the opposite building .

One morning ,the busy doctor invited Sue into the hall.
“She has one chance in —let us say, ten,” he said as he
shook down the mercury in his clinical thermometer.
“And that chance is for her to want to live. But your
little lady has made up her mind that she 's not going to
get well. Has she anything on her mind?”

“She —she wanted to paint the Bay of Naples some
day ,”said Sue.

“No,something more important-a man for instance?”
“No.”

O. HENRY

Sneha ,Ardra,Anagha



A PRAYER IN SPRING

Oh,give us pleasure in the flowers to-day;
And give us not to think so far away

As the uncertain harvest;keep us here

All simply in the spring of the year.

Oh,give us pleasure in the orchard white,
Like nothing else by day,like ghosts by night;
And make us happy in the happy bees,

The swarm dilating round the perfect trees.

And make us happy in the darting bird
That suddenly above the bees in heard,
The meteor that thrusts in with needle bill,
And off a blossom in mid air stands still.

For this is love and nothing else is love,
The which it is reserved for God above
To sanctify to what far ends He will,
But which it only needs that we fulfil.

Robert Frost
AMINA,SHUHAIRA
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THE TRIO

River Sarayu was the pride of Malgudi. It was ten minutes walk from
Ellaman Street, the last street of the town, chiefly occupied by oilmongers.
Far away, near Nallappa's Mango Grove, a little downstream,a herd of
cattle was crossing the river. And then a country cart drawn by bullocks
passed, the cart-man humming a low tune. It was some fifteen minutes
past sunset and there was a soft red in the west.

'The water runs very deep here, doesn't it?' Mani asked.'Yes, why?'

'l am going to bring Rajam here, bundle him up,and throw him into the
river.'

Rajam was a fresh arrival in the first A. He had sauntered into the class
on the reopening day of the second term, walked up to the the last
bench,sat beside Mani, and felt very comfortable indeed till Mani gave
him a jab in the ribs, which he returned. He had impressed the whole
class on the very first day. He was a new-comer; he dresssed very well-he
was the only boy in the class who wore sockes and shoes, fur cap and tie,
and a wonderful coat and knickers.

He came to the school in a car. As well as all this, he proved to be a very
good student too. He spoke very good English, ' Exactly like a
“European””’; which meant that few in the school could make out what he
said. Many of his class-mates could not trust themselves to speak to him,
their fund of broken English being small.Only Sankar, the genius of the
class, had the courage to face him, though his English sounded haulting
and weak before that of Rajam.

This Rajam was a rival to Mani. If Mani jabbed, Rajam jabbed; if Mani
clouted, he clouted; if Mani kicked, he kicked.

Rajam was a regular seventy percenter, second only to Sankar. Day by
day as Mani looked in, it was becoming increasingly clear that a new
mence had appeared in his life.

-R.K. NARAYAN
AFRA,FATHIMA,ANASYA
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