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UNITED WE STAND, DIVIDED WE FALL

Unity is strength. A united group of people can always achieve
more things than a single man. That is the reason groups are
formed in many fields.

In ancient times, man used to live alone. He travelled alone
and hunted single handedly. But soon he realized that if he joints
hands with his fellow men, he can face many of the common
dangers. Thus villages were formed which inturn developed into
towns, cities and countries.

In modern times also groups are formed in all fields and walks
of life. We've realized that by forming unions, we can demand and
achieve things in a stronger way than by standing alone. There is a
story of a rich old man who had ten sons. But they always
quarrelled with one another. The old man knew that if he died, his
wealth would be squandered by the quarrelling sons. So he called
them to his side and showed a bundle of ten sticks. He asked each
one of them to break the bundle into two. But however they tried,
none could break the bundle. Then he united the bundle and gave
them each a stick asking them to break it, which they did easily.
Thus, the sons realized their foolishness and began to live in
harmony.

Aishwarya Pradeepan
IX-A

Computer quiz




1. Who is known as the father of computer?-
Charles Babbage
2. When was the birth of first computer? Where?
In 1944 in America
3. What was the weight of earlier computers?
30 tonne
4. Who where the progenitors of earlier computers?
Prof. Howard Icon and team
5. What does the CD-ROM stand for?
Compact Disc Read Only Memory
6. Who invented the computer language LISP?
John McCarthy
7. Who invented Super computers?
Seymour Cray
8. What is a firmware?
(Rom-chips)
9. What is Saoo?
A data Bus
10. What is the more common name of LEEE 802.3 standard?
Ethernet
11. In which year, work byte became standard?
1964. The 8 bit byte became standard with the IBM 360
computer.
12. What is the term for software permanently stored in ROM?
Firmware
13. What microprocessor was used in the Mark 8?
The Intel 4004 microprocessor

14. What are the basic necessities to enter internet?

Computer, Modem, Telephone line, Internet connection etc.

15. What does CP/M stand for? Who discovered it?
Control Pro-Metro. It was discovered by Gary Kidall

Aishwarya Pradeepan
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THE TSUNAMI TO COME

Serena hurriedly went to the dressing room and put on her suit...she was late...took a
file...ran out to her car and ordered “Straight to the meeting hall”. A robotic voice from
the car said “Yes madam” and the car started. Again there was a sound “Madam you
did not eat anything the whole day. Have some food”. Within seconds a robotic hand
from the car gave her a plate with some food and spoons. She took out her helmet and
ate the food. The robotic hand cleaned her hands and face.

After sometime she looked out of the window. Barely nothing was seen. Everything
was thick and smoggy, the colour black was seen everywhere. Not a patch of sunlight
was seen, only the street lights and the light of cars. Not a being was outside, why
would anyone be? Everything they want to live is in their houses...and if anyone comes
out, none dares go out in the open, they travel around in their cars. Half the ones here
has went up in ships and rockets...earth has became so much inhabitable nowadays.

She looked at her watch, she had half an hour...this time is not enough...the big
people won’t arrive at the correct time, there’s no problem anyway...but for an
important discussion like this.....she again ordered “Go fast, we should reach there in
thirty minutes”.

The car speeded, she still had time and she thought of taking rest. Hours of work
with no rest had made her weak, her head ache. Serena closed her eyes and went back
to those old days. The year 2048, when she was born, the place where she grew up, her
parents, home everything. Now its 2090. She became a scientist just like her mom and
dad. Those days, it was a time when at least something remained. The trees, the
rivers, the skies...everything was likely normal...except pollution. Her father was also
an environmental activist. He tried his best to spread awareness, but he failed. After a
few years, pollution became too much, but nothing was done. Until everyone realized
and started to act, it was too late. Nothing was seen except thick black smoke. No one
could come out without the sustainable suits, which has become the part of their life.

Suddenly a car passed by and it’s light waked her up. She again went back to the
past. Her father, while doing an experiment outdoor, not caring the warnings, died
inhaling the poisonous smoke. He died on the spot. Her mother, died due to breathing
problems. She was alone, completely alone. During this busy life, there was nothing to
enjoy or smile, except the old memories. Tears rolled down her cheeks.

Now, at the beginning of the last decade of the century, a threat, for mankind has
come. Humans went up to the Moon and Mars, established colonies there, travelled till
and beyond the solar system and are ready to travel beyond the galaxy. Solar cars,
batteries and electronics came into use, but were very late. Humans had no job, they
had robots. Life was easy. More people started going to Mars and Moon, living on
earth has become a nightmare.

The robotic voice was heard again, “Madam, we’ve arrived”. She looked out, put on
the helmet and went out. No one was there to accept her, neither did she except
anyone. She went into the hall. Her team members were all present, but not the big




VIPs. She sat on her seat and waited. After ten minutes, there came the big people —
the president, prime minister, and many more VIPs came. They seemed like aliens in
the suit. Then they removed their helmets and got seated. Like always some had
normal and abnormal excuses for being late.

She started the meeting “Respected guests, today, this meeting is held to discuss an
important matter. You're all familiar with the environment protection meetings held
here. But this is different, something more important and urgent. We’ve done a
thorough research and found out that a tsunami, one of the biggest ever known to
humankind will occur after a week. It might engulf the earth, almost completely, so we
must see this as an emergency situation.”

Suddenly a minister stood up and said, “how do you know for sure, like all you've
predicted have happened at the right time.”

Serena replied calmly but boldly “it is not a prediction, it’s a fact. Whatever we'’ve
predicted till date has only happened early.” She looked around and continued “we’ve
found a solution for this. We are going to transport people to our colonies on Moon and
Mars. We've done all the arrangements and talked to the authorities there. The only
thing need to be done is to make the people aware of the dangerous situation they are
in, and urge them to shift to the colonies.”

A woman stood up and asked “When are we going to start?”

Serena replied “As soon as we can, if possible in four days. We can’t take any risk,
you see.”

Another stood up and asked “People won’t be ready to leave they’re homes”.

For this Serena replied, somewhat angrily “Why won’t they be? This love for their
home planet was not seen when they polluted it. This is happening now because of
human them, so they must come.”

So everything went on as planned. Within three days, everyone was shifted to the
colonies. The planet was completely alone, to face the threat. As predicted, the
tsunami came in a week. It smashed everything, nothing human made was left. After
a few months, when the atmosphere became normal, some people and scientists,
including Serena was brought to earth, to see the current situation there. No one ever
thought anything like this would happen in their lifetime. It was bare, only the
grounds seen, sunlight everywhere, some trees and plants dotted here and there. The
most astonishing thing was that the black smoke disappeared completely.

People were both astonished and sad to see their home planet in this position. Many
lamented and cried loudly, saying their lifelong earnings are lost. Serena was
overjoyed to see the earth, like the one she have once dreamed. She got angry at the
crying ones. She said “Instead of being happy, you’re crying because you lifelong
earnings are drowned? What was these earnings? Polluted air or poisonous water?
Whatever we’ve lost, we’ll be able to regain within some years. The earth which was
once thought to be lost, has come back. While regaining what we lost, we must be
careful not to lose the earth which we have regained. Another tsunami should not
come to save our earth.”

Devangana. M
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