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The Stranger

It was late at night, nearly 11:00 PM, was coming back from
railway station to my home. I reached my stop, but i need to walk
down the dark lanes of the road, but it was too late and dangerous
and unsafe for a women to walk alone at midnight. But there is no
transportation at this time and even it is there they charge 10
rupees more. So i walked bravely with a little fear inside

As i was walking there were some men standing in
one corner of the road but i ignored them and walked past them, i
was was melting down with fear inside me but there were no
option, so i had to walk. Their eyes turned on me with evil looks
like eagles look at their prey. Anyway i ignored them as i could. I
increased my speed but i could hear some footsteps coming from
behind.

I walked much faster and faster, praying that i could
reach my home as soon as possible. But the fear that i had in me
also increased with my walking. The footsteps came closer and
closer as they nearly caught me but now the sound disappeared. I
continued my walking daring not to look behind as they might be
doing a trick to catch their prey. I walked faster but the sound of
the footsteps had disappeared. As i looked clearly a young women
nearly at the age of 20 standing beautifully dressed as if she had
been coming from a party. She walked toward me. She eagerly
wanted to say something.



“Walk back home safely dear, I shall be here always to help you.”
This was she said with soft calm tone. She looked at me lovingly
and understood the shock that i had and spoke again.

“They will not follow you again. Go home and rest peacefully”.

This time i was really astonished that she had heard the question
from my heart. “Go home it is not safe here” she talked in an
altering way. “Don’t you come with me here. You will be alone
here”. I stumbled for words. “Don’t worry about me”. This was
the last thing she said.

I went back home thing the incident again and
again. But didn’t know who she was. Next day, i was preparing to
go to the office. As i was reading newspaper I noticed the photo of
a girl who was very familiar to me. I looked again at the photo and
realised it was she whom i met yesterday night. Under the photo it
was written she had died one month ago due to an accident. I was
shocked and realised the mystery of disappeared footsteps.

- Malavika M.S
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