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Topic.: Bemeene o frusted hzs. troateck yau gcﬂ%
e Art ¢ tething g0
The chuggng. of the kren echoed infer

cacs as L moved along. the brock, ondisturhed The wind
began ko, cartess. her . covering her in a blonkel of wiormth.
Her eges began starkeddo besceched! her o close, hemselves
but her. roind) had). kept her busy. with s rominaking.She
had Cinolly. gothered! . courage. .o  bravel. back. ko tner home-
kown. and!. she regretted. & alreadly o the pictorae
scenery came into. her view, she. endeged! startec to
enjay . the. lush_ green bushes. andl vibrant hoes o the
Ling . Plowers . thok. spread? uask. she—gently Pinne gently
led. Ane eges close. and decided to free. the mind woith
its - coandering.
ARupyece; g0

“ehnne, what are. yoo dloing here? You shoud be
back. .ab. the. orphonage”, Miss . Jesseyyelled ot her
Grore. the . oppesite . side of - childien's. parlc: She .arbkd
ko Ainne . and! - crouched. infront . of. Brne's 1o-gemr—i
Vittle . body - wohile her Face waiked! For an answer
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" Uhere . Joh? T Jooking. foc hina. te didet
come . bo. school Cor. o whole usek/’&mv‘—s—r'b year

ol Anne's inmocent voice . coold % \ighk op. a smile
in angere Bok this bime her words corcied o light
roelancholy, ond. so. dicl her. eyes
" Dho. sure. hels  fine fnne Dont ciorey . You sheold)
get. back. 1o ¥8rpnaroge  soon . TH's getting lake”, black
Jessie . Ties . coid. Her blown eges. chimmered) onder
the son's golden fight. Jessie Hiss, Aonc's. class
teacher, dad woas. o ‘benevolent woman who. was
every. shadlent's . favour.ite
frne. . rodded after a. dFlideot. pavse. and
sroiled . m. hope . that. she would) see Johr. mon. hrttle
Aid. thot pecr. 1 gear ofd. girl. know . that her. bope.
vose .op only. ko. shakber. itsell
Pregenk
She. epened) her cyes socMen[ﬂ, making. op ber
mind. ko never close ‘& Ggain Trmotebrmindlbe-a
dhe . san . the stakion, . she. hod arcived .and
realised e . ekl hael. 15, roins _opkil her. dleckinabion
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She fookedl ak Ahe children in.\er opposite seaE,1
who . ere . laughing. 80 hard  that. they madle. Anre.
Sroile. They. were plaging silly . games. dhat were. maghe
skupd ok sore. taere gog. Sre codldn't help. ok Ahink
of her . school . dags - She. still, semembered ber first oy
which was . a nightmare for ker the corious itle firre,
1o yeors age” Ciret day. of school:

“heok. ok her | She. is an orphan she fas mo i)
the bollies facghed. at her uhile. shag .she lag down on
te . sand ofter they poshed her.

Sellerly . @ Band). Z5E S ok of. her. she faakalop
to See its ouner and! foond a ey esith. black hair dhak
Gell down ko bis eyes and) a. sroile o Bright. that fe
it op the whde reotn She. kool his hand and stooclep,
removing, . the dress. sand) in her neco oniform using
her: fands

“ Do’k care about chat they say They are
always. Tike that- stop i and! mean?, he. saicl to
ber kindly.“ @ am. John by Une way , yoor. are fine,
right 2.3 hearcd. From. Jessre iss  she's. my fawaurite
leﬁﬁﬂ” he. s,

“This pae il be s 1 e S e ey
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“Yes 4 cmn. Brre. T flee Jesse Miss foo”, she
said hesitontly

“hel's go to tne park. and! plag, shall we 77,
Jofin asked! nokicirg her. awkwardness

“Bore 4 flone fs wordle wer pracaled with
her. steps. that  followed) him - ‘
Present: |

e, arrouncement. brought her. out of her reverie |
andl she. .shaod up .in the crouwdlecd train aererefi-in
an. instank, She. hadl. arvive. 1 her bome. fown. o many,
a hore . reeds parents But o, her, ber. home. was.ber
erpharage, Tessie. Miss, Sobr andlall. the . kis. she vsed
ko play  with. Becavse . they coere the ones. that she
wos deoly Roppy .eoth. They were the. ones. thal she
trosted). she poshed). throogh. the rush.even. Gevgh the
cramped. op pecple. were olreody squeczing all the
arr. o0l of her lungs. she. leb the crowec]. koke over,
and. steocd. patiently eﬁee%up_«b afler she had
Cailed. to. ol fersoard). he fooked in the mirror fo
her sidde - and. her. . neck length cedd hair.ard] bloe egs
shocedd baclke ol her
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how, ke smile. s she continved) staring, a Fgore
approached her: from the back . ghe. dler. roiod spirelled
. corfusion. a5 she. umnedl acound. B man around
5o years o\l came. walking. andl his face coas heldl
U 0 @n. eocpression. that she. cooldd ot gite dicipher
Ye emiledl. sympathe bically. toefore lekbing. the restraind
wordls o e his khroak  come. ok

“HY, be saick

“ telle, do T kenow o), Binne, asked] afler deeiding
to.mot igore.the strange . for same. reason

1 oot Hhink 50, D.coich. gou dhicl”, his smile hac
wo. vanished? by then. andl he .quickly - tock .out.an
enuelope. from his Bog dle handed? ik over andl. before
she coddl aek ebab it was,be isappeaced). ke be-
a 3%05& s iF ahe caas never there

She ket skoppec - skariog . the moment. she

onderstoed that. . Foe. kran il start moving .seon
andl she. got. cut . der . conCusion. andh. corpus iy wes
a deadly . combo that madle ber open e envelope
the  moment. her fook. steppecl. outar de
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Pddiess, Dt cias .an, addiess. To o hovse aboot
8 be. From ber orphanage. hak was. . foc7 tho coas
thak . stranger?.she . diel ok knoco. P nok going o
9o ko a randor. oddress’) she said. o berself.
Bnd the nexct . thing she knew,she csas i a tas:
Shocoing. the . driver. . the randlom . address Becuse
she fad. a feeling. thak. it was. important. Justa got
{eling . Bnd. @ in. frot gut. fecling., she. was gonma:
going . to. go..alone. .to. an. onknowmn odldress for
an . onkvown. reason.

That . sodden. gacrney, madle. her Ahinks.of all
her. ol lasr. minote . bravels A et Journegs - that cere
Coeled by her determimabion. ta fod Bhn. Bren after
10 years, she liell . ek lose. her hope- she only acted)
as f. she accepred .a bruth  that she knew deep
insidle . coos. & Vie. There. .cas . 0o. calls. or information
Crom Joho. in.thase . 10.years. .and]. evergone .clse .sacd
rondlorn . rormaors . that . she. covldn’ bring. hersell to
Pelieve. she. . Frusted]. him . Hore. than anogene she

knecs - Viore. khan anyone she. cil ever. meek b geas




os. an. orphan, love, friendlship, rust . were . tetms . thal
were . sopposed. do be. just. wordls da her. Worels coith
ro mezning: Pod ke Padl changed it all foc her. te bl
wade . her drears aboot. the so. colled, "\mpcssxge
drearns . e fod .racle. fier. smile . cbhen— even. coben
her teors decicled. o Bekrag, fer, He had e neovraged
her . an= in. all_ber decisions  and iausf»e& with her
atter . doing . some thing silly. and shapic? ot Ahat geong
age. dle. coold change. her whele mood. of the day qust
by shocsing op That caas John . & pillar thot. she koew |
would . pever. Breals. Howe ool she. ever believe thel
her. John. world. betray ther? Never. Mo . shar she
alays said. to erself.

72 Abinle . Ahis.is goor destination ) the. driver
said] looking b the large arched! gate - she stepy
cotsidle. and paid. the. rooney. Before. walking, op to. the
gate. thol bowerecd over. Her, she pusbed] open dhe
gate caith, all. her. might and). she .was .recoardled. corth
. creoking veice -From. the rusly dell metal 5\‘90‘”3
over @ the naked . sandl.dre. ik apprehensive
gt iadta, bt She ny hainn st il
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", tu‘\\\ms Jo. Gace . angthing. # The Bovse coas so
losge fhat. she . thooght it cons a palamce. T4 cons

ineflable dhe Nacn ovlsde, the. precise carvings. on
Ehe ooker. wall, the . wmakel ! plecdent
wlors,= all made the ouse. lnals like it csastimparied
From medlieval Limes, She teok. hesikast steps her
mebicolovs. oleps, constartly. debating. in her mivdd i
she. shoold achually  go insidle.

She. steppecd wp.to. the varordlab, dicking. the
deorbell that made .. pleasant . seondl Brat uns maghe
a bt Aoo laed. HBe. door do. the Bouse. wos. alse. arched

cath wopden Plawers. decorating b, B feca open. as

o (‘w%urﬁ emerae& from _inside

“ Bellor”, shesord) the el coomon, said whie
a&305¥\n3 her glasses

“Ront TMary ", Prre gasped, siruggliog tn
catch. her breath .as she looked! . oide reyecd

“Prne 7. 95, that gou oy dear?” the worman
as\ced. woith a. sorprise dhat. mirorec] Fnne s
1hety wasted no second) befare clashing with cach dhe
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hogging. .each cther. ightly Bine. fouond! hersell stuck
in a.cascade. of thoughts. as she was. squcezedd by
a fug from ber best fiend s mother. Her missing
Criendl's mokher. Jobals roother.

“Dve. missecl. e Prme Your. sweet voice, ancl
delightfol ormile’) Mary said

"pone smiled. in veforn and asked) o« queston|
wuth .m0 . words. Her. eyes. were anv@"% For. Aunt Mavy
fo.reod her theughts

" The's. nok bere. He. i in § Switzerland With his
wife?, Pons . Mlerey. sack. poignantly.

“1Bat 27, Ahe. word. 2 only come.cof. as aoﬁ{s;er

e gpt roowied o gyeat ago.From switzerland]
asly He fod oved this gicl fom our neighbeo hoad
before @ longy bime and) theg bokh wac ried each other
de Lett goor. }ownfg;ws age to come and slay here
He Coond this. school here. thot Arammed] gounq 4o
chiVdren to. become. a pilok. .and gou. know ik was. !
alusags. his. clieam ight?. Not. gost hinn. Yeors. too. I
knows. Bot Ahis program. here s really expensive. . |
dened byg roanet rarBuk be s 50

i
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determined, . kot e gave i e, frained? . so hardd.
Pid. e 55 a pilot. nowo, All Abavlcs. to. fnak program and
scfool”, oot Flary. finrshecd bher words.

“No-Thel's. impessible. Tt doesnt . make sense.at
all. M. woss . cor. diveam. Becormmg. .pilots. dogether. e
wold. mever . belvay, . me. like. khat . Never..2. know hirn)
Arne. said in . one. Breath .ev

" Nou hnew. hion, Proe 4 Yoo dlon'}. kooco. the . man
he has become. Brnd T tofd) you- The achool coos
expensive. 3 don't racan t as en offense bob e ll
kneu that goo cooldn't. afford) 4 Arcd coe clidda’t
want Ao . upset gooby. deling yoo. thetl. e . John
Bgong to pursve e dicems. bile. you S5EHY
Marg - said . defending. ber. son . and. still. andbrstordy
Done's . ental. - stale

2 dlidn'}. s0y. .a . word). she coddn’t. Not

aen someoge oo trusted has Areated you this
bodly.. Anne - knew. howw moch Jokws. clreams. meant.
Yo . Bob she_dhought dhal it wes. a dream thet
they. baild, Logether. che koeea it wos. stopicl bo feel
opget, for, someone acevewgmj}fm\r dreams _and tha'r
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she  should be happy. for them. Bot . a small part of
her. Bre was breaking inside. er Whole chidhood)
was row a ma?\hmre for her she didn'} realise
she. wos ovtaide. the gale onlil she heard! Aunt
Mary's. gelling. " Anne”. she. covldn't . stand there
after. that. No. Her hope. . tbat was built ever the
peviodd . of 0 gears was. gane - shaiterecd] 4o pieces
Never . 4. be . (ixed!. again. she . sal outsicle. the gate
as..she beld. her hand! 6o her face , cshimpering. Tems
droppindd doem with o mercg. bear] beating
hard and lood]  that she. srought. it cons. goiog to
erplote. . Hondls . shiveting. and praying . for Aheic |ife.
e didn?t krow hew long she sal Areve before
g’mo@ begon Yo set. s

se . shood wp Wiping all her dears awny
e envelope shill held bighly .in Ao bardk. she sireichd
ba e bhands fo throw it aeoay, bot steppec) affer.
sensing. Somedhing. else msidle. i .che. cippecd . the
whde thing open. Bessex inger spread . through . ben
vains..as. she . fore. each. piece and ondlapictore
un'm “I‘:‘fhf}?}g" thing left in hﬂm}wﬁpé) was. o pictore
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fl picfore. of . the stranger . in train. 8. woman
And? hersel?. When she coas yoong 4 der slare. prerced]

| Abrough. it as she. covld) no make ovt hoco. it coxs

possible. o dlerm. Aore. s o %aba was heldin
dhal. . sdronger ‘e avm and) smie. caas. fhere in
everyene's Face

Who was. Shat siranger Bhg .om T in the
pictore) She. began. 4o ask herself, aveiding the mest
pragemakic. meaning:and dreth behindl. the pictore
8he finally asked hersell the ceal question. o he
iy Father 7. by did be leave me)Haus does he lenow
abo. 2o tios he- been coal ching. me all fhese gears)
And fost cdhen dhedhe e thought dhat . the olay
codldn'l get any . worse. D id. she loolcecd. bebincd
the pictore ond) 1f . read) - “Den't look. for. me please”’
ahe. oo fhere shll, ot Veroeang cohed. 1o, b et
when she. {st’fwl’ e 5ok anacwers. do. the ztuoshons
aboul. Jobn reore. .queshions . caept o taking oold o6
her. Brain. ard rolting . she ool a dleep breath.
fgoin arcl again . gein and again. she-re.




She rea(%ﬁ&:‘w %3 gpm and. the st
thing she. did. was talke. ul. her. dary

Vodiy o the most. enexpected andl
devastalivg dag of my (. T spent.my past 0 gears,
rging Ao bincl. 7ok Fodd . firally. focnd i nly to
be. chisappeinted. Betrayed. Devosiatec). find fhen.
Jird. cot that £ prododly Fove a fother aho has been
wa{f%,\g me. and). doeen't want. me e fpoking for b
Dl in. She Opay bife's funng,w‘snﬁ 5t/ ot Fhis ogg ought
me alot that a schoof or [Dﬁeﬁe ol rever lsacz
hat . even i€ gov £ brust . someone w,‘%ﬁp/\%yc\o shecld
nesec. drost angere /u//y Because the enly person. that
s genna . e corth goo all goor lost. breath y‘;yows@fﬁ
Dam done “‘M"iﬁ for others. 5.am dbre
Jeﬂmg oot on Jecrnegs fo. Fincll others .and.fe. gel
answers . ardd troths. Becase. some droths are fest
hknoean . Temorroa . 0. feaving This }p/aze bl
Nof 4o Fincl o Not 4o fmj gt Fomily. To. findd
myselF B findd and achieve mg j@ams. Becovse thats
%gmﬂv@ thing thal matfers to e now. Nothng else.
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Bea Life beaches goo how 4o Hrost.loc o tove
Bot # dlsodeackes gou How 4o il & to Be ﬁe!vay,cﬂ
ancl unloied). . How' fordl it s to {Hfo 14 ﬁnnﬁa gox
Y. a pont. where frosting. someone feeks like a
Joke dhol.is. impossiBle- [t took me-long fa learn
bk this. Bt Lo grolelol thod 1 ). Because vow
2 fuve for myself. For wy clrears
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