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An Unforgettable Journey
""Traveling - it leaves you speechless, then turns you into a storyteller” - Thn Battuta

[ didn’t realise the true meaning of his words until I set out on our study tour to mysore and coorg. The trip was
organized by Lollipop tour planners. Our group consisted about 100 people including students teachers and
PTA members. We embarked on our journey at half par eight in our destinations for 2 days and return the next

day moming.

Before 10 pm we pulled up outside a petrol pump near Angamaly and had Supper. It was a full moon
night. Buildings and trees on either side of the highway stood soaked in the pale moonlight. I chose to enjoy the
beauty of the night time instead of sleeping. After midnight, we entered the wayanad pass. A cool breeze
oarressed my face as [ looked through the window. | settled myself comfortably in the warmth of my blanket
and enjoyed the lush splendour of the western Ghats. After we descented the pass, [ slowly drifted into a
slumber.

We reached mysore after 970 clock in the morning. Our accomodation was arranged in a good lodge
in Mysore city. We freshened up and had breakfast without wasting our first destination was Mysore Palace,
the heart and soal of Mysore, the city of palaces. The palace is the official residence of woiyar dynasty and the
seat of the Kingdom of Mysore, Henry Irwin was its architect, which is currently one of the most famous tourist
attractions in India. THe palaces houses two durbar halls and incorporates an array of courtyard, gardens and
buildings. Another peaculiarity of the palace is it has a lot of paintings and portraits. We would stay there

forever admiring the brush strokes of those gifted artists.
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After lunch, we departed to the Mysore zoological Gardens, a 157 acre zoo located near the palace.

It's one of the oldest Zoos in India and it’s a home to a wide range of species including lions, tigers, giraffer and
baboons. Big trees in the zoo shaded us from the scorching sun and provided a soothing calmness to the

surrondings. The animals in the zoo were so entertaining that we lost the track of time.

Since we were behind our schedule, we couldn’t vist the famous Brindavan Gardens. The sun had
already crossed the horizon when we reached there. So we decided to watch the water dance and wrap up to
day’s programmes. As we walked to sel it. We could see Krishnarajasagara Dam built over the Kaveri river-
Twilight added its own glory to the resplendence o that place. The water dance was was so colourful and
captivating. It had its own unbeleivably majestic beauty that one could never forget after the show, we returned
to our lodge and ate supper. We returned to our rooms as the exhaustion of the day had began to take a toll on
us.

The next day, our first visit was to Chamandi Hills, a top tourist magnet which is one of the prime
landmark of the Mysore city. We get a glorius view of the city from the hills which are at an elivation of more
than 1000 metris. On the top of the hill, infront of the Chamundeswary Temple, named after Goddess Chamundi,
stands a statue of Mahishasura hearing a scord in his right hand and a cobra in the light hand. We took a few
photos infront of the statue. There are a lot of shops round the temple. As must of the visitors are outsiders, the
treaders usually try to overprice the Goods. After a lot of bargaining we brought a few things at a reasonable
price. Then after lunch, we set out to coorg. The Journey to coorge made me realize the real natural beauty of
Kerala Throughboat the whole journey, there were just a few trus here and there on either isde of the road.

Finding a good spot to hide from the blazing sun must be one of the toughest task here.
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Coorg, known as the Scotland of India, is my favorite place among all the places we had visited in this
trip. It was a tiring journey and all I needed was some rest. But all my fatigue gave way to joy and excitement
as I noticed the suspension bridge and the lush green, bamboo forest ahead of us. I've always liked calm and
soothing places and the Nisargadhama Bamboo Forest provided the best experience I could ever have.
Thereis a small deer park and boating facility inside the bamboo forest. We climbed on a tree house and
enjoyed the arrial view of the beautiful forest that's when we noticed a few of us were going through a small
pathway. We descented the ladder and followed them. What awaited us was the Kaveri River bed with ankle
deep water. Wading in that shallow water was an awesome experience for all of us. The rocks in the water
were very slippery and I almost fell down a few times. [ was reluctant to return. But afterall, our time was

limited we brought homemade chocolates and departed for our final destination. The Golden Temple.

Namdroling Monastery also known as Golden Temple is one of the largest teaching centres of Tebetan
Buddhism in the world. The Buddhist architectare along with ornate paintings and murals on the wall give a
peaceful ambience to the temple. The place is a home to thousands of Lamas and monks. We could say this

place is a mini version of Tibet. A small and serene Tibet in the lap of nature. There’s no doubt that this

monastery will purify one’s inner should and fill our minds with peace and tranquility.
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The Golden Temple was our final destination and as a part of concluding our trip, the tour planers had
arranged a small disco party for us. After the party we had a discussion about our trip and shared our opinions
and suggestions. Teachers honoured the most co-operative students of the tour with a small gift. I am privi-
leged to say that I received one of those gifts, which would remind me forever, the jovial and memorable days
had spent with my lovely friends. Even though the temperature was unbrearable during the time of the day, the
night time in worng was freezing cold. We all should be greatful that we have a moderate climate in Kerala, So
that we don’t have to experience wuch extreme weather conditions.

After having supper, we bid adied to coorg and departed to school. [ slept as soon as we began the
journey and woke up as we reached the school next day mornin, January 22nd mondya at 8°O clock. ALI
those divinely beautiful places, entertaining journeys, our tittle smiles and laughter. This trip gave me so much to
remember. This memories of this magnificent trip will certainly prompt me to begin a thousand more other

journey.

Anjali P,
XB
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