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My Grandmother’s House

There is a house now far away where once
I received love....... That woman died,
The house withdrew into silence, snakes moved
Among books, I was then too young
To read, and my blood turned cold like the moon.
How often I think of going
There, to peer through blind eyes of windows or
Just listen to the frozen air,
Or in wild despair pick an armful of
Darkness to bring it here to lie
Behind my bedroom door like a brooding
Dog.....you cannot believe, darling
Can you, that I lived in such a house and
Was proud and loved.....I who have lost

My way and beg now at strangers’ doors to,
Received love at least in small change?
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A Prayer in Spring

Oh, give us pleasure in the flower to-day;
And give us not to thing so far away

As the uncertain harvest; keep us here
As simply in the springing of the year

Oh, give us pleasure in the orchard white,
Like nothing else by day like ghosts by night;
And make us happy in the happy bees,

The swarm dilating round the perfect trees.

And make us happy in the darting bird
That suddenly above the bees is heard,
The meteor that thrusts in with needle bill,
And off a blossom in mid air stands still.

For this is love and nothing else is love,
The which it is reserved for God above

To sanctify to what far ends He will,
But which it only needs that we fulfil.
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ON KILLING A TREE

IT takes much time to kill a tree,
Not a simple jab of the knife
Will do it. It has grown
Slowly consuming the earth,
Rising out of it, feeding
Upon its crust, absorbing
Year of sunlight, air, water,
And out of its leper's hide
Sprouting leaves

So hack and chop

But this alone wont do it.

Not so much pain will do it.

The bleeding bark will heal

And from close to the ground

Will rise curled green twigs,
Miniature boughs

Which if unchecked will expand again
To former size.

No,
The root is to be pullet out-
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Out of the anchoring earth;
It is to be roped, tied,
And pullet out -snapped out
Or pullet out entirely,
Out from the earth -cave,
And the strength of the tree exposed,

The source, white and wet,
The most sensitive, hidden
For year inside the earth.
Then the matter

Of scorching and choking
In sun and air,

Browning, hardening,
Twisting, withering,

And then it is done.
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