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A Spotless Giraffe

Have you ever heard of a giraffe without spots? Well, get ready to be
amazed because a super special giraffe was born at Bright's Zoo in
Tennessee, and she's totally spotless!

Bright's Zoo, run by David Bright and his family, is buzzing with
excitement over this rare giraffe baby. She's a reticulated giraffe, but
unlike her spotted friends, she's rocking a solid brown coat.

Usually, giraffes have spots to help them blend in with their
surroundings, but this little lady doesn't need any help standing out.
She's healtﬂy as can be and hanging out with her mom at the zoo for
everyone to see.

But here's the real kicker: this giraffe isn't just a cute addition to the
200. She's also helping raise awareness about giraffe conservation. Did
you know that girajge numbers have been dropping over the years?
Back in the 1980s, there were way more giraffes in Africa than there
are now. It's a bit scary, but there's hope!

As for names, they've come up with some cool options like Kipekee
(which means unique), Firili (which means unusual), Shakiri (which
means most beautiful), or Jamela (which means great beauty). Which
one do you like best?We believe that giraffes numbers have dropped
by about 30% in the last 30 - 35 years, however, we also see that
conservation efforts are making a difference.”, foundation director
Stephine Tennessy said in a statement.

Along with asking the public to help pick a name for the animal, the
200 is also asking people to consider donating to conservation efforts.
“ We want to ensure that future generations get the opportunity to see
this wonderful animal in the future.” the post reads.

Proposed names for the baby includes kipekee, which means unique;
firiE, which means unusual; Shakiri, which means most beautiful; or
Jamela, which means great beauty.

Essel Antony
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7 Sisters and 1 Brother

Arunanchal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Misoram,
Nagaland, Tripura and sikkim are the eight northeast states
of india

The first 7 members are called7 sisters and Sikkim is
known as their brother it's because, the 7 sisters share
their borders. But sikkim is situated some distance away.

Arunanchal Pradesh is known as the land of the rising sun.
Because, it is where the sun can be seen first in India.

Majuli Island of Assam is the world’s biggest river island.
We can learn more about the northeast.

Ahith Antony Carlose



The Role of NCC in Building India

National cadet «crops[NCC] the largest uniformed volunteer
organisation in the world in committed in the business of youth
empowerment and in ideally suited to help the nation realise its
demographic divident therely making significant contributions to
nation building. NCC cadets are trained physically and mentally in
such a way that get prepared to join armed force. During this
training they undergo various activities which improves their
quantities like leadership, comradeship, decision making, etc. Hence
they get well prepared to join any kind of defence forces which
helps in our nations building. NCC is developing the future citizens
of the country whom their duties for the society and the nation and
also known their responsibilities as member of the society.

Jefy Aloysius
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MOUNT EVEREST

Have you ever wondered who first calculated the height of Mount
Everest, the tallest mountain on Earth? Well, it might surprise you to
learn that it was an Indian mathematician named Radhanath Sikdar
who played a crucial role in this incredible feat!

Radhanath Sikdar was born on October 5, 1813, in West Bengal, India.
Even as a teenager, he showed a remarkable talent for mathematics
and came up with innovative solutions to mathematical problems. As a
student at Presidency College (formerly known as Hindu College) in
Calcutta, he caught the attention of his professor, John Tytler, who
recognized his exceptional abilities.

In 1831, Sir George Everest, the Surveyor General of India, was in need
of someone with specialized knowledge of spherical trigonometry for
his ambitious Great Trigonometric Survey. Tytler recommended his 19-
year-old student, Radhanath Sikdar, who was appointed as a computer
for the survey. Sikdar's mathematical skills impressed Everest, and he
was tasked with studying Earth's gravitational field and its shape
orientation in space.

Under the guidance of Colonel Andrew Scott Waugh, Everest's
successor, Sikdar's role expanded to measuring the heights of
mountains. In 1852, while compiling data on various mountains, Sikdar
made a remarkable discovery. He found that Kanchenjunga, commonly
thought to be the tallest mountain, was not actually the tallest!

Sikdar diligently gathered observations and calculated the height of
Mount Everest. In March 1856, the height of Mount Everest was
officially announced, based on Sikdar's calculations. Though Sikdar
initially estimated the height to be 29,000 feet, Colonel Waugh added
two extra feet for precision. This measurement remained accepted for
almost 100 years until an Indian survey in 1955 revealed the actual
height to be 29,029 feet.

After retiring from his survey work in 1862, Sikdar became a
mathematics teacher at what is now known as the Scottish Church
College. In 1864, he was honored by being made a member of the
German Philosophical Society's branch of natural science in Bavaria for
his outstanding contributions to science.

Radhanath Sikdar passed away in 1870 at the age of 57, but his legacy
lives on. In 2004, the Government of India honored his memory by
issuing a postage stamp featuring his likeness during the
commemoration of the Great Trigonometric Survey.

So, the next time you hear about Mount Everest, remember the
incredible story of Radhanath Sikdar, the Indian mathematician whose
calculations helped us understand the true height of the world's tallest
mountain!

NIKHIL BENNY.
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Sources of CO2 on Jupiter and Moon
Akshay M Vishwanath

h the sczentzfzc community on Thursday, September 21st, 2023,
ing data from the James Webb Space Telescope
xide on Jupiter’s moon Europa. This finding not
n but also bolsters hopes that its hidden ocean
rrestrial life.

out the existence of a vast saltwater ocean
it a prime candidate for hosting life beyond
determining whether this concealed ocean
to sustain life.
.~led teams of researchers, e

beneath the
For years,
beneath Eu
Earth. However,
possesses the necessa
The recent research, con
from the Webb telescope’s n trometer to map carbon d
surface. Published in separat in prestigious science j
provide crucial insights into the moon's potential habitability,
The most significant concentration of carbon dioxide wa
Tara Regio, spanning approximately 6800 km
characterized by chaotic terrain with jagged rid
geological processes occurring beneath Europa’s icy cru
One of the studies aimed to ascertain the origin of the d
whether it might have originated from sources other
such as meteorite impacts. Samantha Trumbo, a
University and the lead author of one of the stu
concluded the carbon was likely derived from the
internal ocean. :
Howewver, the possibility that the carbon emerged from
minerals, subsequently broken down i
consideration. Additionally, the prese
connection to Europa’s hidden ocean
subsurface environment.

The findings hold significant implic
exploring Europa’s mysteries. The E
launched in April, while NASA's
Oliver Witasse, the project sci
studies, anticipating that the
Europa’s surface chemistr
Furthermore, both mi
other icy

the depths of Europa’s . hidden ocean underscores the boundless potential of sczenttfzc
exploration.
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WILDLIFE, NEARLY TO EXTINCT

Plants in Peril
Drury’s Paphiopedilum

In the hills of Agastyamalaya, there's a rare orchid called the slipper
orchid because its flowers look like little slippers. These orchids are
critically endangered, with only 4 square kilometers of habitat left on
the border of Tamil Nadu and Kerala. People thought they were extinct
until they were rediscovered in 1972. But in 1991, a conservation
program at the Tropical Botanic Garden and Research Institute
successfully grew new slipper orchids from collected seeds, giving hope
for their survival..

Indian Sandalwood

Vulnerable scientifically known as the santalum allum, this is a
valuable and aromatic tropical tree species native to India,
particularly to south. Its highly prized heartwood is used to produce
sandalwood oil, which has been traditionally used in perfumes,
cosmetics and religious rituals. Since the products of this species
command a high price, illegal trade is rife and there has been a
marked decrease in the availability of Indian Sandalwood.

Meizotropis pellita

Critically endangered. Commonly known as Patwa, it is a perennial shrub
endemic to Uttarakhand. Since it is found in a highly restricted area and
is under threat due to reforestation, habitat fragmentation and forest fire,
it has made it to the IUCNs’ test. The essential oil extracted from its leaves
contain antioxidant and can be promising natural substitute for synthetic
antioidents in pharmaceutical industries. This Is the main reason for its
decline.

Mamira (Coptis Teeta)

Critically endangered. Found only in Arunachal Pradesh, this plant is
used in the traditional Indian systems of medicines. Ayurveda, Unani
and Siddha. Unsustainable and commercial exploitation of the plant
for international trade has led to its critically endangered status. As a
medicinal plant, the roots are collected from the wild and traded as
Mishi teeta and used to cure fever, headaches and gastric problems.
However, this plant is now under cultivation.




Animals in Peril
Indian Vultures 7

Critically endangered. This species suffered an extremely rapid pollution
decline due to feeding on carcasses of animals treated with the veterinary |
drug Diclofenac. The frequency of reports of Indian vulture sightings
declined by 90% between 2000 and 2018, further indication a steep
reduction in numbers.

Purple Frog
In the Western Ghats, an amagzing discovery has been made - the

borrowing frog, a rare species found in only five locations. It's the
last survivor of an ancient frog family that split from its relatives
130 million years ago. Sadly, its forest home is shrinking due to
farming, threatening its survival. Let's join hands to save this special
frog and its habitat!.

Indian Swellshrk

Meet the critically endangered Indian Ocean dwarf fish, reaching
just 4.95 cm in length! Found in the waters from Kollam, Kerala,
to Valaichennai, Sri Lanka, and even the North Sentinel Islands,
it's in trouble. Fishing has caused its numbers to drop drastically
over the last few generations. Let's act now to protect this tiny
marvel of the sea!.

Precariously Perched Sun Bear

Meet the sun bear, the world's smallest bear! Found in the forests of
northeast India, it gets its name from a special patch of light fur on its
chest that looks like the sun. But these adorable bears are in trouble.
Their homes are being destroyed by deforestation, logging, and fires.
People also hunt them for their body parts, which are used in
traditional medicine. Sadly, they're often killed when they raid crops.
Let's learn more about these amagzing bears and work together to
protect them and their forests!.

Rixan Robin



Little Kites

'Little Kites' IT clubs is an unique intiative of kite, which feature over 1 lakh
student members. The high school kuttikootam programme, which was part
of the public education rejuvination mission of the state government

through which students were given intense training in 5 areas. Such as
animation, Cybersaftey, malayalam computing, hardware and electronics;
has been structurally upgraded in student police cadets model, thus

becoming'LittleKites" IT«clubs.

Little Kites is become the largest student IT network in the country

Hon. Chief minister, Shri. Pinarayi Vijayan has launched this unique

initiative'on 22nd January 2018 at Thiruvananthapuram. In addition to the
already | identfied 5 crore areas, more topics have been added such as

development of Mobile apps, programming, Robotics, E - commerce,

E - Governance, video documentation, web TV etc to the activity bouquet of
Little Kites.

Objectives of Little Kites Programme

1. To encourage the natural interest of 'students in ICT field and to create a
culture for appropriate usagé of technology and software:

2. To provide and oppertunity for students to learn the different perspectives
of ICT tools, so0 as te make use of them for their learning activities.

3. To empower students to undertaken minor technical issues of ICT
equipments.

4. To enrich students on proper and safe interent usage and cyber security.

Mary Sena
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