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Thakazhi Sivasankara Pillai

Thakazhi Sivasankara Pillai (17 April
1912 — 10 April 1999), popularly known
as Thakazhi after his place of birth, was
an Indian novelist and short story writer
of Malayalam literature. He wrote over
30 novels and novellas and over 600 short

stories focusing on the lives of the

oppressed classes. Known for his works
such as Kayar (Coir, 1978) and Chemmeen (Prawns, 1956), Pillai was a
recipient of the Padma Bhushan, the third highest Indian civilian
award. He was also a recipient of the Njanapeedam, India's highest
literary award, awarded in 1984 for the novel Kayar. He died on April
10, 1999, at the age of 86, survived by his wife, who died on June 1,
2011.

Literary career

His first short story was Daridran (The Poor) which was published in
1929. After many short stories, he wrote Thyagathinu Prathiphalam
(Fruits of sacrifice) in 1934 which primarily dealt with the social

injustices prevalent during that time.This was the first of his 39 novels;




he also published 21 anthologies composed of over 600 short stories,

two plays and four memoirs.

Pillai's literary works are known to portray the society in Kerala in the
mid-20th century. His political novel, Randidangazhi (Two Measures,
1948), projected the evils of the feudal system that prevailed in Kerala
then, especially in Kuttanad. In 1956, Pillai published his love epic
Chemmeen (Prawns), which was a departure from his earlier line of
realism and the novel received critical acclaim, becoming the first post-
colonial Indian novel to be translated into English; the English
translation was accepted into the Indian Series of UNESCO Collection
of Representative Works.[11] It told a tragic love story against the
backdrop of a fishing village in Alappuzha. His next notable work was
Enippadikal (Rungs of the Ladder), published in 1964, which traces the
careerism of an ambitious bureaucrat whose lust for power and
position becomes his own undoing. The novel was adapted into a movie

in 1973 by Thoppil Bhasi. Anubhavangal Paalichakal.
Awards and honours

Pillai wrote Kayar (Coir) in 1978, a long novel extending to over 1000
pages, covering the history of several generations in Kuttanad for over
200 years and is considered by many as his masterpiece, n spite of the

popularity of Chemmeen.




Pillai received the Sahitya Akademi Award in 1957 for the love epic,
Chemmeen. Keral Sahitya Akademi selected Enippadikal for their
annual award for novels in 1965. His Novel, Kayar was selected for the
Vayalar Award in 1984, and he received the highest Indian literary
award, Njanapeedam in 1984 and a year later, the Government of India
awarded him the third highest civilian honour of the Padma Bhushan.
Sahitya Akademi elected him as a distinguished fellow in 1989; he had
already been a distinguished fellow of the Kerala Sahitya Akademi by
then. In 1994, the Government of Kerala awarded him Ezhuthachan
Puraskaram, their highest literary honour.In 1996 he was conferred
with an honorary doctorate (D.Litt) by Mahatma Gandhi
University.Sahitya Akademi commissioned a documentary film on the
life of Pillai to be made and M. T. Vasudevan Nair made Thakazhi, a
documentary film of 57 minutes length, which was released a year
before Pillai's death in 1998. The Government of Kerala acquired
Sankaramanagala, the ancestral home of Pillai, in 2000 and a museum,
Thakazhi Memorial Museum was set up in 2001, honoring the writer's

memory.
ASWIN S KUMAR
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Some memorable thoughts of Dr. APJ Abdul
Kalam will always become motivational for all

If you want to shine like a sun. First burn like a sun.

All of us do not have equal talent. But, all of us have an equal opportunity
to develop our talents.

Thinking should become your capital asset, no matter whatever ups and
downs you come across in your life.

Man needs difficulties in life because they are necessary to enjoy the
success.

Failure will never overtake me if my determination to succeed is strong
enough.

Don’t take rest after your first victory because if you fail in second, more
lips are waiting to say that your first victory was just luck.

You have to dream before your dreams can come true.

Man needs difficulties in life because they are necessary to enjoy the
success.

Books become permanent companions. Sometimes, they are born before
us; they guide us during our life journey and continue for many
generations.

It is very easy to defeat someone, but it is very hard to win someone.

JEEVAN GREGORY
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Importance of Reading Books in a Student Life

Books play a very important role in

1T

everyone’s life, especially in a
students’ life. They are our best
friends because they inspire us to do
great things in life and overcome our
failures. We learn a lot of things from
them. Books are our best companions
as they provide us knowledge
unconditionally without asking
anything in return.

— A I, T

Friendship with good books makes | 1 7

you a good person. In case when o |

there is no one for your help, only i 4 | I |
these will become your companion in " ‘ l

life. Books will always be there for you in your adverse times and bring
positive value to our life.

For students, it is worth saying that:

“A room without books is like a body without a soul.”

A good book is like a good friend; the more you read it, the more interesting
it will be. They have always benefit to the reader.

1Teach Positive values,
Spirituality and Love

Books bring a realization of the
values contained in our hearts.
With the help of good story books,
one can learn moral values, ethics in life, and become a good human being.




It is necessary to gain some positive values in life which reflect the
individual character as well as spirituality.

2 Make us Intelligent

Reading good books like autobiographies of many prominent personalities,
philosophers and authors inspire us to become or to achieve something great
like them. It also makes us intelligent as we gain a lot of knowledge by
reading books.

3 Increase Self Confidence, Boost Memory and Imagination Power

Reading books and novels can also improve our memory, reduce stress, and
increase mental power as well as knowledge. They also help us to improve
vocabulary, concentration power & make our thinking skills stronger.

4 These are also the library of information

Books are considered as a “store of information” using which we can gain
information by reading at any time. Reading is something that will always
increase knowledge. Whether we study or teach anyone, knowledge goes on
increasing with time.

As said by Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam —

“Learning gives Creativity, and Creativity leads to Thinking, Thinking
provides Knowledge, Knowledge makes you Great.”

Qualities that I learned from Good Books

Being Smart: Reading knowledgeable books make us intelligent & smart
enough to understand things in a better way. We can take examples of books
like “The Courage to Write” by Ralph Keyes and “Thinking Fast & Slow”
by Dan Kahneman.




Good Moral Values: Reading enhances our thoughts & ideas of a better
society. They provide us good moral values which are necessary for every
human life. Books like Ramayana and Bhagavad Gita teaches about the
moral values and duty of a person.

Brave: “Hamlet” by William Shakespeare, is one of the books that form
ultimate & perfect exploration of the difficulties faced by some of the great
people. These types of books are themselves a material proof of remarkable
courage of famous personalities.

Be Humble: Books help us to build the character of a man. They teach us
how to be humble while dealing with daily life situations. Reading good
books of great persons help to become a better human in life.

Be Thankful: Books help us to become a man of a good attitude. Gratitude makes us feel
happier & make the most out of our life. Some of the books of great persons like “My
Experiments with Truth” can help us how to become a good nature man.

Help others: Teaching service & helping others can’t be done with only instructions.
Helpfulness & kindness comes with reading good books, every day experiences & by
seeing others.

Books like ‘How to Heal a Broken Wing’, ‘Random Acts of Kindness’, ‘The Giving Tree’,
etc are very helpful for teaching services like humanity, Self-sacrifice and helping others.

Be Positive: Books like ‘The Alchemist’, ‘Power of Positive Thinking’ and ‘The Magic’
forms a good example of positivity. These books not only help to inspire, motivate us but
also helped millions of people realize that their dream lies within the ability to practice full
faith in their everyday actions.

As said by William James,
“If you can change your mind. You can change your life as well”.

Be Compassionate: If you have ever read a book about Mother Teresa, you will see your
thinking about being compassionate to others get renewed. Her life itself was a prime
example of compassion towards others.




Never Give Up: The Autobiography of Nelson Mandela — Long Walk to Freedom gives you
a good example that Nothing is Impossible, and we should never lose hope.

Students tend to underestimate the power of books. Books can open a whole new world,
which is immersive and teaches you a valuable lesson. Every book you read adds more to
you and gives you a priceless experience.

Last but not least, books have been and will be man’s best friends. They are the real
treasure of every Student.

KARTHIKA BABUKUTTAN
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My Class Teacher

My teacher , a sweet teacher

who thinks about my future;
smart with a sweet smile,
that is her lovely style.
Good manner and tricks in english
is what she teaches,
treats us all equally
with love and kindness
in her heart.
Can you guess who she is ?
She is none other than,

my class teacher.

KARTHIKA BABUKUTTAN 9A




Education For Life

Sometimes, I wonder whether the students of our school have ever noticed
the meaning of the first and the last shlokas appearing in our vidhyalaya
prayer.

The first shloka is a request to the almighty to take us from falsehood to
truth ,from the darkness of ignorance to light of wisdom, and from mortality

to immortality . The concluding shloka induces spiritual values through it’s
meaningful lines in us. Here the implore is to keep the students as well as
the teachers protected and to help them work in harmony. They can attain
strength

only by working in unity. The prayer by which we begin our day is
enriched with many moral values , but they are rarely practised.

As we all know , education is a foundation on which any change
is built, and it is the key to success and emancipation . But ,a fact that is
know by a few people is that ,there are two types of education: education for
livelihood and education for life . After completing our courses we may
become a doctor, an engineer or a scientist and may earn wealth,
possession and fame . Thus education help us to earn a living . This is
education for livelihood . But this alone will not make our life complete . It
must enable the learner to withstand the obstacles , they may face in their
life . Education of values should help us retain our mental stability , positive
attitude and self confidence in difficult times and should help us to get back
on our feet. It should enable the person to understand ones mind and
emotions as well as that of others. Value based education must be able to
collaborate life , individuals , society and nature , which is the most
important factor that is missing from today’s education

system.




The general trend observed nowadays is the segregation of values

and education . They are like two parallel streams, which seem to never
meet.

The system of “value based education” must be introduced in every
school from the primary level onwards .
‘success’ has become the only goal of modern education. This
motto implies that “whatever path you choose in life , you must succeed !”

But these are material success,which will not last long . It may bring some
initial gains , but does not provide us strength we require to stand firm
during difficult times of life . The right application lies in the character that
we make and the type of person we become . We need to know and accept
our faults and

try to overcome them .Then only we can unite two streams : of values and
education to from a large sea of selfless service, honesty and humility , to
bring around progress in our life and nation .

This is the true meaning of education for life.

GAUTHAM G %A




Modren China

Understanding modern China can be a difficult task. China is cut off
from the Western world in terms of its pictographic language and its
divergent politics, yet China is still a major superpower and world player,
with one of the fastest growing economies and the largest population
(1.5bn). China, in Chinese, is called ‘Zhong Guo’ (FF[E), which literally
means ‘middle country’. To the Chinese, their country is the middle of the
world and, in terms of modern culture, this is an easy point to argue. Thus,
to understand any part of the world that we live in today, we should try to
understand China. Here are a few books that may help you to do this.

The Dream of the Red Chamber or The Story of the Stone, Cao Xueqin
(1868)

This 19th-century novel is so long that it has been split into five
volumes for its modern publications. It is one of China’s Four Great
Classical Novels. When asking about important Chinese literature, it is the
first book that Chinese people will recommend. Read this novel if you want
to learn about courtly Chinese life before the changes that occurred in the
country during the 20th century. In its translation, it is radically different
from English literary styles. Each chapter ends with a sentence such as, ‘But




the outcome of this discussion will be dealt with in the following chapter.’ If
that suspense doesn’t make you want to read more, I don’t know what will!

Age of Ambition, Evan Osnos (2014)

In his critically acclaimed debut, journalist Evan Osnos’s observational
non-fiction novel aims to dispel preconceived notions about modern China.
He gives 21st-century Chinese people a voice in the West by interviewing
them and retelling their stories in a sensitive yet honestly revealing way.

Wish Lanterns: Young Lives in New China, Alec Ash (2015)

Alec Ash tells six stories of China’s youth, the millennials that are
shaping China today. Through the lives of Fred, Lucifer, Xiaoxiao, Mia,
Snail and Dahai, Ash investigates how modern-day China affects (and is
affected by) the young.

Oxford Illustrated History of Modern China, ed. Jeffrey N.
Wasserstrom (2015)

A brilliant collection of informative essays accompanied by beautiful
photographs, which build up a picture of China’s place on the global stage.

Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China, Jung Chang (1991)

If you only read one book from this list, make it Jung Chang’s Wild
Swans. Chang moved to England in the late 70s to study English. She ended
up being the first Chinese person to be awarded a PhD from a British
university. Written in English, the novel explains 20th-century China from
the perspective of women from three generations of Chang’s family. The
first, her grandmother, was a concubine for an important military general at
the turn of the 20th century. Her mother grew up during the upheaval of
Chinese politics in the early 20th century and eventually became a
Communist party official. Chang tells her part of the story against the




backdrop of Mao’s Communism and expresses the ups and downs of the
latter half of the 20th century in moving ways. It is an important novel for
understanding women’s place during this tumultuous period. Not only this,
the novel makes us consider how China stands today, on its own and in a
global context.

JEEVAN GREGORY 9A




Ancient Technology

One of the most famous archaeological discoveries in all of history is The
Terracota Army. It's also called the Terracotta Warriors and Horses and they
were found by farmers digging for a well on the outskirts of Xi’an in 1974.
Becoming a UNESCO World Heritage site in 1987, the spectacular figures
continue to attract millions of visitors from all over the world. Yet the
excavations are unfinished. Famously, archaeological work at the site and
the accompanying Mausoleum of the First Qin Emperor has been allowed to
slow down until technology advances enough to preserve the artefacts
currently buried underground. In addition to this, safety concerns have been
raised regarding the unusually high levels of mercury found on the soil.




Allegedly this is from the mercury streams which were inlaid in the floor of
the burial chamber, but only time will tell if this ancient tale is true.

Currently 8000 soldiers have been found, each one with a distinctively
different look. This was achieved through an early use of assembly-line-
type construction. The warriors were assembled using moulds, with 8
different heads to choose from, and features being added with additional
clay by skilled craftsmen. Studying the warriors and their horses offers
historians an important insight into this period in Chinese history. The
technology used to assemble the underground army was truly remarkable.
Over 40,000 bronze weapons were found, and after more than 2000 years
they still appear sharp. How is this possible? The ancient Chinese managed
to use protective chrome plating, something which was thought to have
been invented in Germany in 1937! Chinese metallurgy was thousands of
years ahead of its time.

When it is finally uncovered, the sight will truly be spectacular and much
more will be understood about China’s first Emperor and the level of
technology the ancient Chinese possessed.

GAUTHAM G 9A




Carnival in the caribbean

The Caribbean is a festive place, and Martinique is no exception.

One of the best things about living here is the countless number of
events and festivals, which take place throughout the year, all over the
island. While it’s hard to squeeze in every festival to your busy schedule,
there is one event that you definitely can’t miss. As soon as the Christmas
festivities draw to a close and decorations are finally taken down,
preparations begin for Carnival, the biggest and most exciting event of the
year. Having never experienced Carnival in the Caribbean before, I was
excited to see Martinique come alive in Carnival spirit. True to my
expectations, the celebrations were loud, vibrant and energetic. For five
days, the streets of Fort de France were filled with huge crowds, elaborate
costumes and pulsing music. Daily routines and commitments were




completely abandoned while everyone took to the streets with crazy dance
moves and exuberant costumes. In Martinique, Carnival is a celebration that
brings people together, regardless of their age, ethnicity or religion.
Everybody is united in this grand celebration of life. An interesting aspect of
Carnival for me was to see how many different cultural influences there
were. The performances of street revellers strongly mirrored ritual African
dance, while the costumes were European, with lavish masks closely
resembling the costume of French masquerade balls. The music was also a
unique blend of West African, Caribbean and European influences.

So, what are the roots of Martinique’s culture? Most of the population of
Martinique are of African descent. They can trace their history back to
Africans who were brought to the Caribbean as slaves. After the abolition of
slavery, many Caribbean societies embraced forms of African culture and
identity, which are strongly in evidence today. As an overseas department of
France and a former colony of France, Martinique is also deeply influenced
by French culture. This is what makes the island, along with Guadeloupe,
different from other Caribbean islands. The people of Martinique identify as
French, but also as Caribbean and African. Carnival is an expression in the
truest form of the fusion of French, African and Caribbean cultures that run
deep in the island, making it the unique melting pot it is today.
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IL.anguage
a mean’s to an end

Language is obviously a vital tool, not only is it a means of
communicating thoughts and ideas, but it forges friendships, culturalties and
economic relationships. Language, of course is knowledge and in our world
today knowledge is one of the key factors in compepitives. In an advanced
industrial society, in an increasingly interdependent world, the knowledge of
t few years, millions of people across the world share common interests and
are able to do this due to the various technological advances but also
because they share a common language.
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	Some memorable thoughts of Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam will always become motivational for all
	If you want to shine like a sun. First burn like a sun.
	All of us do not have equal talent. But, all of us have an equal opportunity to develop our talents.
	Thinking should become your capital asset, no matter whatever ups and downs you come across in your life.
	Man needs difficulties in life because they are necessary to enjoy the success.
	Failure will never overtake me if my determination to succeed is strong enough.
	Don’t take rest after your first victory because if you fail in second, more lips are waiting to say that your first victory was just luck.
	You have to dream before your dreams can come true.
	Man needs difficulties in life because they are necessary to enjoy the success.
	Books become permanent companions. Sometimes, they are born before us; they guide us during our life journey and continue for many generations.
	It is very easy to defeat someone, but it is very hard to win someone.
	JEEVAN GREGORY
	Importance of Reading Books in a Student Life
	“A room without books is like a body without a soul.”
	1Teach Positive values, Spirituality and Love
	2 Make us Intelligent
	3 Increase Self Confidence, Boost Memory and Imagination Power
	4 These are also the library of information
	Qualities that I learned from Good Books

	MALAYALAM
	കുഞ്ചൻ നമ്പ്യാർ
	यातायात की समस्या और समाधान


