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Urban Flood Disaster Management

IVIN BJU JOHN

9B

Flood impact is one of the most significant disasters in the world. More than half of global flood damages occur
in Asia. Causes of floods are due to natural factors such as heavy rainfall, high floods and high tides, etc., and
human factors such as blocking of channels or aggravation of drainage channels, improper land use,
deforestation in headwater regions, etc. Floods result in losses of life and damage properties.

Population increase results in more urbanization, more impervious area and less infiltration and greater flood
peak and runoff. Problems become more critical due to more severe and frequent flooding likely caused by
climate change, socio-economic damage, population affected, public outcry and limited funds. Flood loss
prevention and mitigation includes structural flood control measures such as construction of dams or river dikes
and non-structural measures such as flood forecasting and warning, flood hazard and risk management, public
participation and institutional arrangement, etc.

This paper describes concepts, policy, plan and operation on integrated urban flood disaster and risk
management. In most developing countries, flood disaster management activities are handled by government.
Participation of non-governmental agencies and private sectors are very limited. Activities are exercised rather
independently without proper coordination or integration. Flood disaster management in developing countries
is mostly reactive responding to prevailing disaster situations (emergency response and recovery). Reactive
response should be changed to proactive response to increase effectiveness of management and reduce losses
of life and properties. Proactive disaster management requires more participation from various governments,
non-governmental and private agencies and public participation. It involves more effort and time, more budget,
equipment, facilities and human resources which leads to integration of flood disaster management for both
long term and short term activities. Strategic framework on integrated flood disaster management includes four
cyclic steps namely: 1) preparedness before flood impact such as flood forecasting and warning; 2) readiness
upon flood arrival; 3) emergency responses during flood impact and; 4) recovery and rehabilitation after flood
impact. Examples on urban flood disaster and risk management in Thailand are illustrated and discussed.
Conclusions and recommendations for further improvement are provided.
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Distribution of study materials to the students of flood affected areas, organized by Little

Kites of St.Pauls High School, Nariyapuram.
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POEM

MIRROR...

Jesna Philipose

9B

“Mirror Oh Mirror...”
The little girl recollected,
The lines from ‘Snow White.’
“Mirror Oh Mirror... Tell me,
Who is the most beautiful in this world?”
The mirror in front of her
Could reflect no one but her.
The little girl jumped up high,

In joy she laughed out loud.
Mother came in and hugged her.
“Dear Oh Dear,

You are the most beautiful, believe it,
You are the prettiest when you are yourself.

”
!

Believe in yourself, you are the best
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