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Technology Facts

Computer Facts

Enjoy some great computer facts and interesting information about
these amazing devices which play such an important role in our modern
day lives.

Learn about parts of the computer such as the RAM, ROM and CPU as well as fun info about
how we use computers to make our lives easier and more enjoyable.

- Early electronic computers, developed around the 1940’s, were the size of a
large room and consumed huge amounts of electricity. They were vastly
different to the modern computers we use today, especially when compared to
small and portable laptop computers.

« Computers are programmed to carry out instructions. These instructions are
usually very simple and require adding numbers together, moving data from one
place to another etc.

« A computer program can include as little as a few instructions to upwards of
millions of instructions depending on the complexity of the program. Modern
applications such as word processors, web browsers and graphic editors take
large teams of programmers a long time to complete.

- A computer’s memory stores numbers in huge amounts of cells that are
addressed and can be quickly accessed by the CPU to perform calculations.
There are two main types of computer memory, ROM (read only memory) and
RAM (random access memory). ROM contains pre-written software and data
that the CPU can only read, while RAM can be accessed and written to at any
time.

« Computers interact with a number of different I/O (input/output) devices to
exchange information. These peripheral devices include the keyboard, mouse,
display, hard drive, printer and more.

« Computers are used to help link the world in the form of networks. Networked
computers allow users to share and exchange data that is stored in different
locations. You may have heard of a local area network (LAN) or wide area
network (WAN) which connects areas of various sizes. The Internet is a vast
network of computers spanning the globe that allows users to access email, the
World Wide Web and other applications.

« Although we normally think of computers as the ones we use in our everyday
lives to surf the web, write documents etc, small computers are also embedded
into other things such as mobile phones, toys, microwaves and MP3 players. We
use computers all the time, often without even knowing it!

Archana Reghunath




Technology Fact

Internet Facts

Learn some great Internet facts and interesting information about the
World Wide Web.

What’s the difference between the Internet and the World Wide Web?
Find out this and many more fun technology fact for kids.

- Although the World Wide Web is often referred to as the Internet, the two are not the
same thing. The Internet is a huge network of networks that links computers together
all over the world using a range of wires and wireless technologies. The World Wide
Web is the collection of linked pages that are accessed using the Internet and a web
browser.

« English physicist Sir Tim Berners-Lee is regarded as having invented the World Wide
Web in 1989. Since then he has continued the development of web standards and other
web related projects.

+  Website addresses such as http://www.sciencekids.co.nz are known by the term
Uniform Resource Locater (URL).

+ The domain name system of the Internet includes top level domains such as .com,
.info, .net, .org, .edu, .mil and .gov as well as country specific domains and more.

« As well as the World Wide Web, the Internet is used for such application as email, file
sharing, online chat, phone and video calls, online gaming and more.

- Thanks to the increasing accessibility of the Internet, the popularity of the web has
exploded over the last 10 years. The web is now used for a number of different
purposes including online shopping, social networking, games, news, travel
information, business, advertising and much more.

« Social networking websites such as Facebook, Google+ and Twitter have become
popular over the last few years. People now spend a large amount of their time online
keeping in touch with each other through these applications and services.

« Security and privacy concerns have always been a problem on the Internet with many
people often unaware of the potential risks they take when inputting confidential data,
passwords and personal information into various websites. Viruses and spam emails
are other sources over security concerns which frequently cause disruptions and
headaches for users of the web.

«  One of the best and most common ways of finding information on the web is through
the use of search engines such as Google and Bing. Google is currently the most
popular search engine, receiving hundreds of millions of search queries every day

Athiramol. K.S
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