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awud eend (School Lore) o

E P Rajagopalan Translated by K T Dinesh |

The institutions and contexts in which people intervene spontaneously generate a
wide range of original knowledge. This knowledge is called folklore. A school is not just the
building in which it functions; it is the conglomeration of learners, teachers, non-teaching
employees and the visible and invisible presence of the wider society that supports them.
Within this conglomerate structure, numerous formal events occur. The curriculum and the
method of examination will reflect the interests of those who run the school and those who
are in power. Althusser enlisted the school along with religion, family, art and media among
the ideological apparatus of a state. We get the same idea from Foucault who stated that a
school and a jail performed the same functions - enforcing discipline and imposing
punishment. The fun and games, the songs and stories, and the graffiti on the walls that
punctuate the uni-dimensional execution of these formal functions together form school
lore. The collection and analysis of these are a part of the study of folk lore. This has not yet
begun in our country. Euro-American folklorists focus on this area too. There are some
websites on school lore on the net.

The school headmaster/principal is the representative of the state. So is every teacher.
Their job is to condition the children according to the interests of the state. Therefore, how
far teaching is subjective and creative is a legitimate question. The task they have
undertaken, the dissemination of the ideology of the state overtakes their creativity and
subjectivity. However exemplary and scientific such dissemination may be, it is
fundamentally an imposition (Imposition could be beneficial — but what is good will be
decided by the state). Protest will, therefore, naturally be the outcome. Students who are
thus imposed upon will begin to exercise their creativity. This is a form of counter
discourse, major source of school lore. Children often notice the physical features of
teachers and weave stories about them. They create caricatures of teachers. The
idiosyncrasies of teachers also inspire such narratives. This is also the context in which
nicknames for teachers originate. Sometimes the nicknames are conjured from the
imagination of the students. Sometimes the teachers are assigned the names of characters
from illustrated stories or films. Nonsensical words also become nicknames. These
nicknames at times become more popular among students than the original names of the
teachers. The nickname is sometimes added to the original name and in most cases it is
added as the first name. In due course the original sign value of the nickname may vanish
and it might even be used for referring to the teacher with reverence. The nicknames
assigned to classmates may be comparatively less critical but more sarcastic.

The experiences in the classrooms are the main items of school lore. School lore is
richer in co-educational schools. The reason is that they are more representative of society
than school which admit only boys or girls. There are social contradictions in the classroom
which inspire the pupils’ lore about their peers. But the teacher-stories they create are
sharper. Such stories are not always cynical; children record stories filled with love and
respect on teachers who are close to them too. But the more popular and the more beautiful
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ones are those that recount their vices. This is because vices provide for more drama than
virtues. And vices require treatment. Such stories are often anonymous. Their construction
and transmission are collective efforts. If a teacher is seen at a place where he is not
supposed to be, a bar for instance, it will immediately lead to the creation of a lore. In a lore
that has been created out of classroom experience one can sense a softening of cynicism.
But no mercy is given for a teacher’s indiscretion. The teacher is severely taken to task.
Without being aware of it, children seek a model in a teacher. If that image gets even
slightly distorted, it leads to the creation of a narrative. Narratives are focussed more on
male teachers than their female counterparts. This shows that the interventions of female
teachers are quite formal.

Programmes in the school like sports meets, artsfest and exhibitions enrich school
lore. Each of these programmes flouts the routine schedule of the school. Children
generally participate in them with the enthusiasm generated by a carnival. Teachers’
behaviour also changes during these days. The presence of the general public in the school
on such occasions is natural. This digression leads to a different set of experiences, thereby
generating more school lore. Study tours involve the participation of new places and new
people. So they too generate a variety of school lore.

The most attractive part of school lore is graffiti, inscriptions and pictures on walls.
The ideologically subversive nature of school lore is exhibited more in them than in any
other form. Most of the wall exhibits tantamount to what we generally mean by obscenity.
The principles behind it are protest, assertion and demonstration. Their aim is to present
graphically what cannot be expressed through words. The child who writes such graffiti
might have the lurking fear of being tipped off if he speaks out what he writes (each school
has its own system of policing and judiciary). Hence it is displayed in writing. Interests like
‘let more people come to know’, the obstinacy, ‘let others understand only my version’ are
at work behind wall writings. Some risk takers sketch pictures and words at heights from
which it is difficult to rub them off. Such ‘lofty inscriptions’ can be seen in almost all
schools. It can be discerned that their adherence to the task is quite intense.

Teachers also create school lore. Their powers of observation also lead to the
creation of many a narrative. Though there are anecdotes on ‘good’ events, a major chunk
of them are often about the ‘bad’ and the ‘ugly.” The disagreements emanating out of their
profession and the criticism against the activities other than teaching they indulge in are the
favourite topics of such stories. All these stories are a nice mixture of reality and fantasy.
The stories are born during the idling hours at the staff room. Though the majority of the
stories are without any malice the contradictions related to teaching are latent in them. The
characteristic features of some teachers lead to narratives which have the nature of
caricatures. Yet another source of school lore is the Parents’ and Teachers’ Association
(PTA). Peons also are subjects for school lore. Peons sometimes also create stories about
teachers.

Akbar Kakkattil’s ‘Teacher Stories’ represent all these categories. Vyloppilli describes
an incident in his ‘Kavyalokasmaranakal’ (‘Reminiscences of the World of Poesy’): ‘It
cannot be said that none of my teacher friends are envious. Once a scholar at a school told
me straight on my face that it was not yet time for me to receive any amount as
remuneration for my poems.’ This story must be in the air at that school as school lore.
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Continuity is the reason for the dynamism of folk lore. School lore too traverses from
people to people and from generation to generation. It might break the barriers of the
school and reach the society at large. One, who lives within the region where the lore is in
currency, cannot help remembering these informal narratives along with other things when
he/she hears the name of the school. In recent times, children are not as keen in
constructing school lore as they were before.. This can be attributed to a tendency to
overlook schoolmates, classmates and teachers and turn themselves to the selfish structure
called textbooks - examination. Lore is generated when people are looked upon as
individuals. If they are seen as mere instruments, no interesting contexts will arise. The new
school walls remain ‘unlettered’ because of this change. Earlier there were many narratives
about inspecting officers like AEOs and DEOs. Such narratives have become extremely
rare. This can be considered as evidence for the school becoming mechanical and for the
untrammelled reign of the hegemonic ideology of the state.

Structuralism is a favourite tool of folklorists. If studied in the light of this
reductionist science, school lore also limits itself to a few narrow structures — structures
that can be identified in any school. But this is an approach which wipes out the variety and
the interests of school lore. The right approach is to study the lore considering each school a
different space and the lore a collective of characteristic resources. It is an informal,
parallel history of every school. Even the architecture of a school is imprinted in it.

Translated by K T Dinesh
HSA English

E P Rajagopalan
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Mother

Mother you are the gift of god

Oh mom you are my guiding star
TTue love and care in full

Having a golden heart of love inside
Every day your support with me

Real love you dare MQINISSIQ @
@OMAE. 6.0 (V- A)

| Lo Lo Dod

Father g ‘k

Father you are my role model

And you are my super hero

Thank you for giving me true love and affection
Honesty I study from you

Every day you will talk morals

Red rose you are my best friend

Amaya .A.P
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I have no dreams of follow
There is a hope i would

I have no skill do practice
There is a will i do

I will not follow a path
But i make sure

That i will make areial
other to follow

I am nothing at present but
There are so much an me
No one is waste in larth

Even it we call than waste

sriya satheesh
vi-8
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Inclination Translation: K T Dinesh

R Ramachandran

The twilight vanished beyond the paddy fields,
Through the blooming lane of Vaka trees

The gentle wind fluttering its wings
In the wild mussaenda grove on the river bank

The dark shade of the banyan tree longing for night
Slumbering unknowingly.

Like a sad saga lingering in the heart
The murky world stretches out.

Like a tender kannanthali flower
Blooming in the twilight silence

Like an idol on the country crossroads
Left unnoticed by passers-by

Someone in fresh glee
Is calling out my soul dwelling in seclusion.

That sweet voice is familiar to me
And in it submerged -

The dreams of the moonlit night
Wandering on the distant mountain crests in dismay,

And the pains in the eyes are obvious
In the depths of the cloudy sky,

Tears brimming in memory
Of a summer night of silent separation.

That sweet voice is familiar to me
As one inherits the voice.

My days are desolate and anxious
Like a deserted bower sighing

Translated by K T Dinesh
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Vs love

My feel for love
was the best | thought .
But it failed me
and be left me

It was he who asked
and it was he who left.
| didn't care for how he looked ,
but he always cared for my looks.

Boys think of girls are books
if the books doesn't nice looks,
then they don't bother to read

the inside that lead.

For me he was the best
from all out of the rest.
But it failed me ,
and he left me.

The words of God were ignored
and the result | Got was awkward.
It was all enough
and | felt every were a rough

| thought my thought was not wrong
that love would last long.
But it failed me ,
and he left me .

My feel for the love
was the best | thought.
But it failed me

and he left me.

Alka Ajith (9C)
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1. Krishna & Kuchela (True Friendship)

Krishna had his education and training in the S
‘ashram’' of saintSandipani. There were many i |I
other children to learn. Among them was a poor i’ﬂ
Brahmin boy named Kuchela. Krishna hada E _
special liking for Kuchela and they became n aw__ /N
great friends. The education was complete and =% -
Krishna and Kuchela left the 'ashram’. In coursefll’ el et
of time,Krishna became the ruler of '
Dwaraka,but Kuchela continued his life as a
poor Brahman. He was leading a very difficult life with his wife and
children. The poor Brahmin was in sorrow. One day Kuchela's wife
remained him of his friendship with Krishna who was then the king of
Dwaraka. She asked him to go to Krishna and seek his help. Kuchela was
unwilling to go. He feared that Krishna who was king,would not remember
him,who was a poor Brahmin. But Kuchela's wife assured him that Krishna
would help him. Finally Kuchela agreed to go to Krishna. Kuchela had told
his wife that Krishna had a special liking for beaten rice. She had a little
paddy which she had begged of from the neighbours. She took it, turned it
into beaten rice and tied it to the end of a piece of cloth that she was
wearing. When Kuchela left, she gave the small bundle to him and asked to
present it to Krishna. The moment Krishna saw Kuchela, he came down
barefooted from his palace to meet his beloved friend. He embraced him,
took him into the palace, seated near him and asked what he had brought
for him. Kuchela hesitated, but Krishna had seen the bundle. He snatched it
from Kuchela, opened the bundle, ate the rice and gave the others. The
courtiers were surprised at Krishna's behaviour. Kuchela stayed happily
with Krishna for four days. In the joy of meeting his old friend, Kuchela
forget why he had come there. When he was returning home, he
remembered that he had not asked Krishna for anything. He was in a
difficult situation and wondered how he could meet his wife and children.
He felt very sad. At last Kuchela reached his place, but he was confused.
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He could not find his old broken hut there. Instead there stood a beautiful
palace. He thought that he had lost his way. Just then his wife and children
came out to meet him. They had also changed. They were wearing beautiful
clothes and jewellery. Kuchela thanked Krishna. His beloved friend knew
why he had come to him and helped him in time. This story has been told
in the Gita as a sign of true friendship. A true friend helps his friends in
need. True friendship in never affected by wealth, caste or creed. The
friendship between Sri Ayyappa and Vavar, Duryodhana and Karna and
Arjuna and Krishna is always a mode for everyone.

"A hiend in meed o o friend indeed’
B?DWSWMGD)
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5 Permission

Once upon a time there were three bears one mother bear,father
bear, and a child bear.One day mother bear make a soup.The soup
was very hot.In the forest,there live a child and mother. The mother
bear tell to father bear we can go out within that time the soup will

be cold. That child which lived with mother her name is Goldilocks.
That day she went for a outing she saw a house open she went in to
the house. Nobody was there she saw the soup on the table big
bowl,mediumbowl and small bowl then she tasted one by one by
last. The cold one was in small bowl.She drank that full ,then for a
rest ,saw chairs. Different types of chair-big,medium and small. She
was comfortable in the small chair. Suddenly,the chair was broken
broken. Then she saw a bedroom same like everything big,medium
and small. She was comfortable in the small one she sleep. The
bears came to the house,the soup had fallen down and the chair was
broken. They went to bedroom ,Goldilocks was sleeping in the
small bears bed. The small bear shouted. She got up and ran away
and she told , I will never get into a house.

[Moral of the story-We should always ask a permission to enter
every where.]
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NE)EDINS. i TG WD OOBE NV BRUBRUD

GVHSS MADAPPALLY
Little KITES 2018-19

SINo | Adm Neo NAME class SINo | Adm No NAME class
1 29778 |[ABHINAND K M 9H 21 | 30126 MANUMADHAV.M.K. al
2 29818 |ABHINAV .E a9G 22 29693 MUHAMMED FINOS SHARIN aH
3 30802 [ABHIRAM M 9F 23 | 29941 MUHAMMED SIDHAN.C.H ap
4 30124 [ADARSH. M.P. 9] 24 | 30088 NANDU MANOIJPK 9F
=] 30089 ADHARSH K oG 25 30112 NERVIN.K ap
6 30101 [ADISH.AV 9H 26 | 29119 PARTHIV A 9A
7 29921 [(ADITHYARAJ.V .V 9E 27 | 29324 PARTHIVPM 9A
8 29944 |AGNAL . K.V apD 28 2993 [PRAJUL.V.P ap
9 29905 (AKSHAY SANGEET AJAY 9E 29 20443 |SANDHESH.S aB
10 30095 [ALAN.T.T 9] 30 | 29713 |SANJAY BABUK P 9G
11 29798 [ANIRUDH . 9l 31 | 28993 [SAYANTH.PS 9F
12 29774 |CHITHRA.C A 32 29385 [SAYANTH.U aG
13 29783 [DEEPAK M 2G 33 | 30795 |SHAHIL MADHU ac
14 29863 [DEVANANDHA.S aC 34 | 29888 SOORYAKIRAN.A 9E
15 29873 DHARMIK KP ac 35 28990 SOURAVEKDP al
16 29892 ([ELDHO SAM VARGHESE ap 36 | 29819 SREERAGR 9H
17 30147 [HARIDEV.M K. 9F 37 | 30199 SREYAD.K 9H
18 29948 HARINANDH . K.V 9E 38 30814 VWIKASKT 9E
19 29775 [HARITH.V.K 9] 39 29016 [VISHNU.T.V 9F
20 29846 [HITHUL CHANDRAN.P.P 9G 40 | 29945 VYSAKH.V.K aD
Kite Master : RENJITHLAL S
Kite Mistress : REHANA

Student Editors : ELDO SAMVARGHESE, ABHIRAM K M,

HITHUL CHANDRAN , ABHIRAM.M , ADARSH M P
HARINANDH K V, NERVIN K, ABHINAV E, NANDU

MANOJ P K
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