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Book review

THE ALCHEMIST

“My heart is afraid that it will have to suffer “. The
boy tells the alchemist one night as they looked up
at the moonless sky. The alchemist replies “Tell
your heart that the fear of suffering is worse that
the suffering itself. And that no heart has ever
suffered when it goes in search of its dreams,
because every second of the search is a seconds
encounter God and Eternity.” This is one of many
passages from the alchemist, an inspicking tale
about realizing your dreams and fulfilling your
destiny. Paulo Coelho paints the reader’s mind a
fascinating story line and a simple style .of writing
chock full of meaningful insights that will leave the
reader feeling warm-hearted,inspired,and ready to
shoot for the stars.

The alchemist became known
after the release of Coelho’s book Brida. The
publication of this received many of press
attention and took the alchemist to the top of
the best seller lists. The alchemist went on the
sell more copies than any other book in the

history of Brazil,and even made it into the



Guinness book of records. It is a story of a
shepherd boy from the Spanish province of
Andalusia who dreams of travelling the world
in search of a treasure as desirable as any ever
found. From this home he journeys to the
exotic markets of North Africa and then into
the Egyptian desert, where a fateful encounter
with the alchemist awaits him....

The things in this book are so
beautifully described. That the reader can feel
the lush,cool grasses of Andalusia fields; the
soft glow and warmth eminent from the
buildings of the towns,as well as the burning
sands,the wind,and the over bearing sun of the
Sahara, Coelho makes such seamless
transitions between these diversity of the
nature. That if Coelho had not mentioned it
himself. The reader would not have realised
that these things, which seems worlds apart,
are only two hours away from each other. Also
Coelho never makes a direct mention to the
time period. Instead he allows the reader to
become lost in the timeless and ancient allure
of the desert ,filling the reader’s mind with
mystery and awe which sparks the imagination



into filling in all the details with the aura of
Arabia.

“My heart is afraid that it will have to
suffer”,the boy confides the alchemist one
night as they looked up at a moonless night.
“Tell your heart that the fear of suffering is
worse than the suffering itself” said the
alchemist.(The Alchemist).

The author believes that each one of
us has a dream given by god and he gives us
clues time again and again so that we recognise
those clues (‘omens as he call them) and follow
these dreams with great zeal. “Never give up”
Coelho says. Each one of us has a destiny to
discover these destinies and then follow them is
the purpose of our lives.....

SALMA SHAJAHAN
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