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Kailash, Muniya and Gopi studied in the same school in Bhopal. They were
great chums. Apart from being good at studies,Muniya had a lot of presence of
mind.
She could easily wriggle out of difficult situations because of her presence
of mind Kailash and Gopi were bit naughty.
Winter holiday were approaching and the 3 were eagerly waiting for them. At
last, the holidays came. Kailash,Muniya and Gopi were to go to Gopi's
grandmother's house who stayed in a village. They started
their journey the very next day.
They reached Gopi's grandma's house on time and she was very pleased to see
them. Because of the cold weather in the
village the roads were deserted. Gopi's grandmother was a respected person in
the locality. Some days passed by and the weather got colder and colder. There
was a place in the
colony where the people used to light bonfire.

One fine night, the villagers decided to light a bonfire to
remove the dewiness. Gopi, kailash and muniya and gopi's grandmother were
also invited. Arrangements were made and a huge cone of sticks was
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constructed by night. The oil was also kept.

At 9 o' clock everyone assembled at the place. They lighted the bonfire and
everybody shouted, "jaiagni mata." All of them were busy warming their bodies
when Kailash and Gopi ,suddenly poured a lot of oil into fire.

As a result, flames shot up. Unfortunately,some grass was lying near
bonfire. The grass caught fire and everybody ran out of the hall. A child got
stuck in the hall and began to cry "Help, help!"

On seeing him, muniya's mind raced off. She brought water and threw it on the
fire. When the fire calmed down a bit, she slowly and very cautiously crawled
through the burning sticks and went near the boy. By this time the boy's clothes
had caught fire. She quickly took out her jacket and wrapped the boy in it.

Meanwhile, the villagers started throwing water on the fire. Muniya lifted the
boy and made him crawl outside the hall and them she herself came out. Gopi's
grandmother was worried,but when she found that muniya was safe and sound,
she felt happy.

Later,the Vﬂlac?ers praised muniya for her courage and presence of mind, and
scolded Kailash and Gopi for their mischief.

IF | WERE

If i were a butterfly,

I would fly happily in the sky
With nobody to question me why.
I would sit on the flowers
And suck, the honey
Without giving any money.

I would enjoy the cool air
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Without paying any fare
And need not do duty
But happily enjoy nature's beauty.
I would be free from tension
And draw everyone's attention.
Over all,
My life would be full of pleasure

Far away from all mental pressure.
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THE WOLF AND THE LAMB

Once a wolf came to drink water from a stream. A few
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yards down,lamb was drinking water. The wolf's mouth
watered when it saw the lamb."I must eat that fellow
somehow," he decided.

The wolf shouted at the lamb, "Hey, why are you

muddying the water I drink?"

"I am drinking water downstream and water does not flow
up , " the lamb feebly protested, shivering with fright.

"You scoundrel, are you trying to
teach me ? I know you ! Weren't you the one who teased me
last year with your friends ?" the wolf growled. The lamb
was confused and surprised at once: "What are you saying ?
I am not even six mouths old. How could I tease you an
year back ?"

Then the wolf tried another trick, "It surely was

you,or it might have been your father. Anyway, I will not let
you go today.” So saying he pounced on the lamb.

It's not in Numbers

Long ago, a census was being conducted
in the jungle. The purpose was to find who
had the maximum number of children .
Everybody's children were counted .Many
animals had large

families. Ten,fifteen,even twenty kids were
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quite common.Some of them gave birth to
many offspring at a time.
At last the census takers approached a

lion.
“Your majesty, how many kids do you
have?”they asked.

“Just one,” was his reply."What ?Just one
? Unbeliebable.”

"Yes” the lion replied proudly,"but that

1s a Lion!"
The census takers had nothing in reply.
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RIDDLE
1. I HAVE 2 HANDS BUT CANNOT CATCH ANYTHING.

I HAVE FACE BUT NO MOUTH TO EAT.
I HAVE NO NOSE TO SMELL.
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I AM MOVING ALL THE TIME BUT REMAIN
IN THE SAME PLACE WHOAM1I?

2. WHICH PLANT TELLS US NOT TO TOUCH
IT?

3. I AM HOT LIKE FIRE.
I AM ROUND AS EARTH.

I COME IN THE MORNING AND GO IN THE EVENING.
LIFE ON EARTH IS NOT POSSIBLE WITHOUT ME
WHO AM I?

ANSWER
1. Clock

2. touch me not.

3. sun
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HELEN STEINER RICE

Helen steiner rice [May 19. 1900-Apri 23, 1981] born in Lorain, Ohio , was
an American writer of inspirational poetry . She has been acclaimed as '
America’s beloved inspirational poet laureate . Her books of poetry are
widely sold .
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