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| Mini.A, (HST, English)

THE CRY UNHEARD

(Dedicated to Soumya, a victim of brutality)

Here lies a crumpled bud,

Nipped too early from the stem of life,
Nature stands still and frozen,
Helpless, remained a spirit in Heaven

Wails and cries of a drooping womb,
Breaks the heart of Mother Earth,

The clotted blood cries for justice, fair,
Shaking the conscience of mankind,



Heard is the clinging of the chains,
Appears the devil clad in black,
Doomed by the curse of motherhood,
Waiting for his call to be burnt alive.

There starts the war for justice,
Crossfire between Vice and Virtue,
Uneasy becomes the seat of Justice,
Trembles the hand that holds the balance.

Now arrives an array of men,
Holding coins in either hand,

In dirty rags, with empty stomach,
Fager to know the triumphant one.

Didn't a sob break that silence?

Wasn't an angel fleeing for life?

Wasn't it you or me, heartbroken?
Plucked and crushed to unitimely death.
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Mary Claret, (HST, Social Science)

THE ALCHEMIST

Paulo Coelho’s enchanting novel has inspired a devoted
following around the world. This story, dazzling in its
powerful simplicity and inspiring wisdom, is about an
Andalusian shepherd boy named Santiago who travels from
his homeland in Spain to the Egyptian desert in search of a
treasure buried in the Pyramids.

Santiago’s journey and spiritual quest, the people he meets,
the dreams he has, the omens he encounters, and the nature
he speaks to, are all things that we can relate to .. things that
we’ve either forgotten about or simply dismissed as
childhood fantasies. It is all about finding your Personal
Legend and pursuing your dream regardless of any hurdles,
and about being spiritually connected to the universe, which
is part of us, and part of God. We are all one.



Reading this book sets me back on the right path towards
achieving the dreams I have put on hold. We always try to
do what everyone expects of us like pursuing a career that
you hate just because that is what everyone does.
Recognizing my personal legend, being able to talk to the
trees, sky, ants, the core of the earth, the air particles, and to
my heart, feeling a deeper spiritual connection with
everything/everyone that is around me, feeling God inside
me, and not being afraid of failing or facing challenges are
just some of the few things this book has given me.
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Relshan.K.A (HST, Physics)

Kerala Flood

From 8 August 2018, severe affected the state of
Kerala, due to unusually high rainfall during the monsoon
season.|t was the worst flood in Kerala in nearly a century.
Over 483 people died, and 14 are missing. About a million
people were evacuated, mainly from
Chengannur,Pandanad,Edanad,Aranmula, Kozhencherry,
Ayiroor,Ranni,Pandalam,Kuttanad,Malappuram,Aluva,Chala
kudy, Thiruvalla, Eraviperoor,Vallamkulam,N.Paravur, and
Palakkad. All 14 of the state were placed on red alert.
According to the Kerala government, one-sixth of the total
population of Kerala had been directly affected by the floods

and related incidents.
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The had declared it a Level 3 Calamity, or "calamity of a

severe nature".

It is the worst flood in Kerala after the that took place in
1924. Thirty-five out of the fifty-four were opened, for the
first time in history. All five overflow gates of the Idukki
Damwere opened at the same time, and for the first time in
26 years 5 gates of the of were opened. Heavy rains in and
have caused severe landslides and have left the hilly
districts isolated.The situation was regularly monitored by

the coordinated the rescue and relief operations.

Causes

Kerala received heavy rainfall, which was about 75% more
than the usual rain fall in Kerala, on the mid-evening of
August 8, resulting in filling to capacity; in the first 24 hours
of rainfall the state received 310 mm of rain.Almost all dams
had been opened since the water level had risen close to
overflow level due to heavy rainfall, flooding local low-lying
areas.For the first time in the state's history, 35 of its 54
dams had been opened.
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The deluge has been considered an impact of the global
warming.

The Government of Kerala argued in the that the very
sudden release of water from the by the was one of the
reasons for the devastating flood in Kerala.The Tamil Nadu
government rejected the argument, saying that Kerala
suffered the deluge due to the discharge of excess water
from 80 reservoirs across Kerala, spurred by heavy rains
from within the state; It also argued that the flood surplus
from the is mainly due to the flows generated from its own
independent catchment due to unprecedented heavy
rainfall, while the discharge from Mullaperiyar dam was
significantly less. Though it is difficult to attribute any single
event to climate change, its possible role in causing the
heavy rainfall event over Kerala cannot be ruled out.
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Impact

A number of water treatment plants were forced to cease
pumping water, resulting in poor access to clean water,
especially in northern districts of the state. Over 3,274 relief
camps have been opened at various locations to
accommodate the flood victims. It is estimated that
1,247,496 people have found shelter in such camps. The
flooding has affected hundreds of villages, destroyed an
estimated 10,000 km (6,200 mi) of roads and thousands of
homes have been damaged or destroyed. The Government
cancelled Onamcelebrations, whose allocated funds have
been reallocated to relief efforts. On August 12,Cochin
International Airport, India's fourth busiest in terms of
international traffic, and the busiest in the state suspended
all operations until 29 August, following runway flooding.
Many schools throughout the state have been closed, and
tourists have been dissuaded or banned from some districts
due to safety concerns was closed briefly on August 16, and
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later offered free service to aid those affected by the
flooding. Due to heavy rain and rising water levels the
southern railway had suspended train services on the
Thiruvananthapuram-Kottayam-Ernakulam and Ernakulam-
Shoranur-Palakkad sections.

Rescue

Being instructed by the , senior officers of Defence Services,
and secretaries of Civilian Ministries conducted meetings
with Kerala Chief Secretary. Following the decisions taken
during these meetings, the Centre launched massive rescue
and relief operations. In one of the largest rescue operations
40 helicopters, 31 aircraft, 182 teams for rescue, 18 medical
teams of defense forces, 58 teams of NDRF and 7
companies of were pressed into service along with over 500
boats and necessary rescue equipments.



The fishermen from across Kerala were engaged in flood
rescue missions. According to the government's estimate, a
total of 4,537 from the fishermen community participated in
the rescue operation with 669 fishing boats. They managed
to rescue more than 65,000 people from various districts.
honoured the fishermen and the Fisheries Minister said that
the government will provide financial aid to repair the fishing
boats which were partially damaged in the rescue
operations while new ones will be provided for those boats
which were completely destroyed. According to estimates,
seven boats were completely destroyed, while 452 were
partially destroyed.

Animal rescues

Sally Varma of arranged for animals to be rescued and
transported to special shelters that housed affected animals.
Social media has been used to highlight the rescue of
multiple animals - dogs, cats, goats, cows, cattle, ducks and



snakes, with animal food and medicine transported to
affected areas.

A worker with the Humane Society International spoke out
against the tethering and leaving of pets that occurred. "That
became a problem. So many tethered animals just drowned.
These animals are natural swimmers, and it is better to keep
them free so they can swim to higher ground." According to
government records more than 8,000 cattle, calves and
buffaloes, 3,297 goats, and 47 dogs have died due to the
flooding.

The District Collector of Malappuram, and its Chief of Police
have instructed the police force to save any animal that they
encounter during rescue operations.
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