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VIRUS THAT CHANGED MY DAY!

The clock struck 5:30 in the morning, my mother and granny got
up from their beds and went to the kitchen and started their daily
chores.

Granny gave a cup tea to my grandpa who was reading news paper
in the veranda. Granny with a cup of tea went to the drawing room
and switched on the television. She is watching the breaking news of
corona virus that shook the whole world today. I'm lying on sofa
running my fingers through the tik tok videos on mobile. Seeing me
on mobile, Granny started shouting at me saying; don’t waste the
best time of the day on this stupid mobile.

Granny never liked to see me spending hours together playing games
on mobile. She used to always complaint about this to my mother.
But being a mother’s pet, she used to just laugh it off.

Today, morning when my granny went to the back yard of our
home, she saw my mother digging the ground. Granny was surprised
and taken back after seeing my mother making ground for growing
vegetables.

My mom decided to cultivate vegetables in the backyard of our
house. She has never done such a thing earlier; but it was a pleasant
surprise for all of us. When I looked at my granny, she was standing
like a statue after seeing my mother working in the garden.

When my granny opened her usual complaint box, my mom got
very angry on me and shouted at me. She asked me to keep the
mobile and asked me to help her in the garden. I was also surprised
by her words because; it is very rare she gets angry. Granny asked
my mom; ‘What are you doing? , that I have never seen before’.
She said ‘Mother.... the news that we are hearing from the world are
shocking. Almost every country in the world is under Corona attack!
Every alternate person in the world is affected by this deadly virus.
This might also lead to food shortage in the world in coming months.

i



So as a precaution I have started to cultivate vegetables in the
space available'. By hearing this granny and I looked at each other
in astonishment because, we felt my mother is very concern about
the situation prevailing in the whole world. Granny said ‘My child,
what you are doing is excellent, I have told you even before to
grow vegetables required for our home requirements but you never
gave ears to my words.

But this pandemic made you to realize the importance of self reliance
and decided to grow vegetables. In olden days, our ancestors used
to spend their whole life in the agriculture fields, so they were physically
and mentally stronger than us. That is why they were healthier than
us and also they had high immunity power compare to us. In that
earlier years not only the elderly people, but also the small children
used to engage in farming. Now the lifestyle of the people has
changed drastically in every corner of the world. Everyone is on the
mobile phone spending hours on unworthy things. They have no
time for physical activities. Even, the parents are not spending enough
time with their children and encouraging them to lead a healthy life.
This will put the world in a very dangerous situation like the one
which we are in now.

‘Yes granny, you are right, from now on-wards I will help you and
my mom in the kitchen rather than wasting valuable time on mobile.

Oh my boy! At last you realized. Let us pray to God to save our
mother earth and its children from this ongoing pandemic.
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USE AND REUSE

Salma started at the paper. The computer had printed the picture in
black and white, when she wanted it to be in colour. Without a
second thought, she was about to throw the paper in the dustbin
when she suddenly heard a strange voice. That isn't very
responsible,you know a tree died to give you that piece of paper
and you want to simply throw it away.

Why don't you reuse it as scrap paper or make a paper aeroplane
and play with it? enquired Gulmohar tree which was leaning against
the window,Salma was so shocked that she thought she was going
to faint. As she turned around she had another voice talking to
her.Think about what the tree said, Did it make sense? asked empty
plastic bottle on the table.

Near that you have finished the cold drink will you throw me in the
dustbin too? Or have you ever thought of recycling me by using me
in art and craft projects? Or atleast letting me be used by someone
else by throwing me in a special recycling bin.

"What is strange day it is" Salma thought to herself blinking twice.
But I got the message use and reuse she said she started picking
up papers, plastic bottles and Pepsi cans and placed them on her
desk. From that day on Salma and her friends were determined to
recycle everything that should be reused.
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- AN EMPTY RECESS...

(Based on a true story)

My exams were almost over, I was packing my dresses and play items
to a bag and kept ready on the table. Yes, Friday we are planning to
leave to “"GOA” for a five days trip. Me, my mom and Dad had planned
two months back itself and I was sleeping between them and was
dreaming how I will enjoy, what things should be bought etc. I was fully
exited with my toys and my puppy and don’t know when I slept. What
is the sound?

I woke up to the noise of utensils from the kitchen. The clock shows 80
clock. Oh... I'm late. Mom and Dad might have left to the office. "Who
is in the kitchen now? I ran to the kitchen. Oh.... Dad is cooking!
Surprisingly I asked “Dad, don't you have office?” Where is Mom, I was
searching mom." Dad replied, “Lockdown” started Kitchu, I was thinking,
what is lockdown and I did my daily routine and went near to dad and
was listening what he says. He pampered me and gave a morning kiss
and gave a cup of tea along with my favorite biscuits.

I'm proud of my dad, he has taken all duties of my mom, like cooking,
cleaning and looking after me well, and telling stories and teaching me
too. When I looked through the window, oh.. Streets are empty. No
people on the road rarely one or two bikes on the road. I called my
friend loudly through the window, but he said he couldn't come for
playing “Kitchu” it's lockdown. I was gloomy and went to kitchen with
my Dad and asked “what is it's for lockdown?” Dad replied “Do you
know about virus?” “Yes” I answered. “Do you heard about Covid 19
virus?” “No” I replied. "What is that Dad?" "It is an epidemic disease
which spreads though touching an affected person of corona or by his
saliva. It severely affects our respiratory system and the person’s
condition goes worse and the person dies." "There is no vaccination?"
I asked. Then Dad replied “there is no vaccine developed till today”.
"What are the precaution should be taken?" Dad said “Wash your
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hands properly with soap frequently, Social distancing at least one meter
apart, Wear mask when you go out, Stay Home Stay Safe” that is the
only solution. Then I asked, why did Mom go to the hospital so early?
Dad replied “all essential services are behind this.” I took my bath and
prayed God, that the epidemic disease may go from the earth and
save all of us, Let my Mom should come back soon to us.”

I switched on the television, every channels are showing the critical
situation facing various country with Covid 19. I was sad meanwhile
Dad finished his work and we both took lunch. I was so gloomy, since I
lost my trip. I forced Dad to take me out, to see my Mom. He denied
first and unwillingly he took the scooter. I jumped back to him and
hugged and said a big thanks and gave him a kiss. I asked why we
can't take our car. He said due to restrictions “Kitchu” and he made a
written letter and kept in his pocket. When we reached the junction a
police officer came across our vehicle and roughly asked “Is it urgent,
don’t you know it is lockdown?”. Dad requested and showed the letter,
then the officer gave him a pass, and gave a warning “Don’t roam,
come back home soon.”

It was a gloomy atmosphere when we reached the hospital. We told
the security officer to meet my Mom. He took us through the long
corridors to the glass door and he asked us to wait there. He phoned
up, my Mom came on other side of the glass door with an astronaut’s
type dress. I wondered! I could see only her eyes. So sad. I called
“Mom..... Mom....". But she couldn’t come or talk. She just waved her
hands to me and dad sadly. I started crying. We saw the tears through
her eyes falling down... Dad consoled me “it's your Mom’s duty as a
doctor." Desperately we also waved back to her and came back home.
I couldn't see anything on the way as my eyes were filled with tears...
MAUMID BYaHemad ag)arv.
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PRAYERS OF A LITTLE MIND

April 20 2013. Noha. She came to this world as the only daughter of
two famous software engineers. She was lucky to have all those things
that she wanted right from her childhood and at the same time her luck
didn't turned well on one thing, the love from her mamma and papa.
Right from birth she barely got the chance to spend with her papa as
he was always busy with his office works. And her mamma, she was
not different from her papa. She started going to office when Noha was
three months old. After that maids took care of her. At that time all she
wanted was lots and lots of toys which were already there in her room
though she was happy. But everything started to disappear when she
came to understand the reality.

One fine day, she was going to her school in her car. She was four then.
In the street she noticed a mother giving her child a kiss on his cheeks.
'Why had I never got a kiss from my mamma?....",she thought again
and again. Slowly she started to notice that there was something wrong
in the way how her parents treated her. She decided to ask this to her
parents. One night she came near her papa to ask this. He was busy
shouting at someone through phone. When the call ended Noha slowly
called, "Papa...." "Get out of my sight you little brat."

Unable to hold her tears, she ran back to her room .She was shivering.
No one ever shouted to her like that. She fell asleep while crying. After
a few days she started to notice some arguments between her mamma
and papa. She also noticed her papa acting abnormal at times. He
started shouting at everyone and it smelled stinky around him. Poor
Noha! She was not able to understand that her papa was an alcoholic.
Fights became usual in that house. Her parents tried their best not to
see each other. They tried to reach back home as late as possible,
mostly around 12 or 1 ‘0clock at night. Noha barely got the chance to
see her parents. Her world shrunk into her school and her room.
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Years passed. One fine day of March 2020, she came home after her
exams. One of the maids informed her that she don't have to go to
school from now on. She felt sad at first as school was the only place
where she enjoyed. But when she realized that she doesn’t have to
write exams she felt a little bit of happiness. Day by day she started
discovering her new talents. And she started to find happiness in her
own ways.

A month passed. One morning Noha noticed her parents sitting in the
hall with their laptops. From their calmness she understood that they
were not going to office that day. She went to kitchen and noticed that
the maids were not there too. She felt something wrong. She came
back to her mamma and asked, "Mamma, why is there no one in the
kitchen?" "Maids won't come from now on"- She answered without
taking her eyes from her laptop. Noha wanted to know more. But she
stopped asking. She was afraid whether her mamma will shout back.
Her parents didn't go anywhere on that day. They were sitting here
and there with phones and laptops, scrolling, starring and attending
phone calls from time to time. It was Noha's first time seeing her
parents staying at home. Her mamma cooked food since there were
no maids. Noha ate it all happily even though it tasted bad. It was her
first time eating food prepared by her mamma. Days passed. Fights
between her parents started to disappear. They started to talk to each
other and even started to do housekeeping together. Noha was amazed
to see all these. And slowly they started to love their daughter. They
started to talk, play and laugh with her. Noha's little mind filled with
happiness. For the first time she started to feel the love and care from
her parents.

Days passed faster than she thought. Within a blink it was her birthday.
She was turning seven. Usually her birthdays were celebrated in a
luxurious manner. Her parents used to hold parties for her. Lots of gifts
and wishes would come from strangers. But this birthday, it was entirely
different. At morning when she woke up and came downstairs from her
room she got a surprise birthday wish from her parents and kisses and
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hugs too. Mamma prepared special dishes for her and she feed her for
the first time. Papa tried to spend most of the time to play with Noha
even though he got phone calls and lots of works from his office. At
evening they all sat happily to watch TV. Papa put the news channel.
Noha noticed the word Corona being told many times on the TV. "Papa,
what is Corona?" "Corona is a deadly virus, dear." "Wires?!!" "No dear...
Virus...V..I..R..U..S", mamma answered laughing. "What is a virus?"
"Virus is smaller than a dust which spread diseases. It can be anywhere
but we can't see with our eyes. And it may Kkill lots and lots of people.
That's why we are staying at home."

Noha understood why her parents are staying with her. In a way she
was thankful to Corona. It was due to this epidemic disease that she
was able to spend such precious moments with her parents. That night
her parents told her to sleep with them. She didn't even have a memory
of her sleeping with her parents. She thought that there may they have
a separate bed in their room. But she was astonished to know that she
was going to sleep together with her parents in the same bed. That
little angel felt like she was the happiest in the world at that moment.
Lying in between her mamma and papa she prayed silently,
'Corona...Please stay with us forever...'
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