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The Lost City
of Ithara
-@gjﬁﬁw

It was a crisp autumn
morning when Elara stood
on the edge of the cliff,
looking out over the vast,
uncharted jungle below. Her
fingers brushed the worn
edges of the ancient map in her
hands—an artifact that had
been passed down through her
family for generations. It was said
to lead to the fabled Lost City of
Ilthara, a place that had been
swallowed by the earth centuries
ago, hidden deep in the heart of the
jungle. Many had tried to find it, but
none had returned.

Elara had spent years preparing for
this moment. As an expert in ancient
civilizations, she believed Ithara wasn’t

just a legend—it was real. And she was
going to be the one to uncover its
secrets.

She adjusted the strap of her leather
pack, tightening it over her shoulder, and
took a deep breath. The dense jungle
loomed ahead, alive with the sounds of
distant birds and rustling leaves. She
stepped forward, plunging into the
unknown.

The path was treacherous. Thorned vines
whipped at her legs, and the thick
humidity made the air feel heavy. But
Elara’s determination was unwavering.
The map guided her through the
wilderness, leading her past towering
trees, across fast-flowing streams, and
through dense underbrush. Days turned
into weeks, and the further she traveled,
the more she felt a strange pull—a
magnetic force that seemed to guide her,
urging her forward.

One evening, after she had set up camp
beside a bubbling creek, Elara noticed
something strange. The map, which had
always been faded and indistinct, began

to glow faintly in the
moonlight. It wasn't just the
map—everything around her
seemed to shimmer, as if the
very air was charged with
energy.

Elara’s heart raced. She knew

she was closed. The ruins of

Ilthara were supposed to be

hidden beneath layers of earth,

lost to time, but this... this felt

different.

The next morning, she set out

before dawn, determined to find
whatever lay at the end of her

journey. As she trekked deeper into

the jungle, the terrain began to shift.
The trees grew taller, their trunks

wider, their leaves gleaming silver in

the sunlight. Then, just as the sun
reached its zenith, she saw it—a colossal
stone archway, half-swallowed by
creeping vines and moss.

This was it. Ithara.

She stepped through the arch and into a
world forgotten by time. The city stood
before her in awe-inspiring grandeur,
though centuries of neglect had taken
their toll. Massive stone structures, half-
crumbled and overtaken by nature,
towered above her. Intricate carvings
adorned every wall, telling stories of
gods, warriors, and kings long since dust.
The air was thick with the scent of earth
and ancient stone, and the silence was
almost oppressive.

But there was something more
—something that Elara couldn’t put her
finger on. A presence. A faint, whispering
wind seemed to call her deeper into the
ruins.

She followed the winding streets, her
footsteps echoing through the empty city.
Eventually, she arrived at the heart of
Ilthara—the central temple, a towering
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structure made of black
stone, its top lost in the
clouds. At the base of the
temple, a massive stone
door stood, covered in
intricate carvings of celestial
bodies and mysterious
symbols.
Elara’s fingers traced the
symbols as she studied them,
and her mind raced. She could
read some of it—an ancient dialect
—but it was incomplete. Then, her
eyes caught something that made
her pulse quicken: the final symbol,
the one that completed the puzzle.
It was a symbol she had seen
before, carved into the map in her
hands.

She knelt down, placing her hand over
the symbol. Slowly, the ground beneath
her began to rumble. The massive stone

door shuddered and creaked, then, with a
deafening groan, it began to open.
Beyond the door lay a vast chamber, its

walls lined with gold and jewels, its ceiling
supported by massive stone pillars. But at
the center of the room was something far
more extraordinary—a massive stone
pedestal, upon which rested an object unlike
anything Elara had ever seen. It was a
crystal, glowing with an otherworldly light,
pulsing in rhythm with her heartbeat.

As she approached the pedestal, a voice
echoed in her mind.

“You have come for the Heart of Ithara.”
Elara froze. The voice was not hers, not
anyone’s,she had ever heard. It was
ancient, but not dead. It was alive.

“To claim it, you must offer something in
return. A sacrifice, a piece of your soul, for
the heart of this city belongs to the earth,
and the earth demands its due.”

The words sent a shiver down her spine.
She glanced at the crystal, its light
intensifying. Elara could feel the weight of
the choice pressing upon her.

She had come for knowledge, for discovery
—but was she willing to pay the price?
She reached out, her fingers brushing the

crystal. A surge of energy

coursed through her body,

a rush of visions flooding

her mind. She saw the rise

and fall of Ithara, its people,

its kings, and its ultimate
destruction—a city that had

tried to conquer death itself,

and in doing so, had sealed its

fate.

But now, as she stood there,

Elara understood: the Heart of
Ithara was not just a crystal. It was
a key—a key to untold power, a
power that had been hidden away
for centuries.

The chamber began to shake. The
earth groaned beneath her feet. Elara
knew that if she took the crystal, the
power of Ithara would be released, and
there would be no turning back.
With a deep breath, Elara made her
choice.
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The flower of love
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In the depth of my heart,
you reside , oh love!
In your eyes,
| see dreams.

In my mind a butterfly blooms,
your touch,
your breath,
| see life.

In the flower of love,
| see your form,
your affection.
| see everything.
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THE MAGICAL FOREST ADVENTURE

8002020, ag)(V'. @Y
9)

1l.In a magical forest, a group of animal friends loved to play
together. There was Max the monkey, Lilly the lion, Sammy the snake, and
Benny the bear. One sunny day, they stumbled upon a hidden path they had
never seen before. “Wow! let’'s explore!”,exclaimed Max. As they wandered
down the path, the encountered a rushing river. “How will we get across?” asked
Lilly.

2.Sammy slithered forward and said, “Don’t worry friends! | can
help”. Sammy stretched his long body across the river, creating a bridge for
others to cross. On the other side, they found a beautiful meadow filled with
colour full of flowers. Benny being the strongest, picked a bouquet of flowers for
his friends. As they sat together, enjoying their flowers, they heard a faint cry
for help.

3.“Someone needs our help!” said Max. The friends quickly ran
towards the sound and found a little bird trapped in a bush. Lilly gently used her
powerful jaws to free the bird. The bird thanked them and said, “As a reward, I'll
grant you one wish each!” The friends thought for a moment and then made
their wishes. Max wished for a never-ending supply of bananas. Lilly wished for
a beautiful den to rest in. Sammy wished for the ability to change colours.
Benny wished for a big, yummy honey pot. The bird granted their
wishes and flew away. The friends cheered and '
hugged each other, greatful for their

special bond.
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Soft silver whispers,
Night dances on quiet waves,
Stars wink from above.

Gentle beams cascade,
Nature's calm and tender sighs,
Dreams drift through the air.

Cool shadows embrace,
The world bathed in glowing light,
Hearts find peace at night.

Secret paths reveal,
Where the night sky paints our hopes,
Moonlight guides the way.
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The melody of night echoes,
The gentle touch of the moon’s beam.
The violin of water resounds,
The mermaids of the sea.

The melody of night sings,
The dance of stars.
The violin of water echoes,
e The resqnance of love.
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THE LITTLE BOOKSHOP OF DREAMS
-@va6g)meaovd 9K

Emily had always been enchanted by books. As a
child, she spent hours lost in the pages of her favourite novels. Emily
inherited a quaint little bookshop in the heart of village.

The sign above the door read “moonlit pages”. Emily restored the shop to
it's former charm, filling the shelves with the classics and contemporary
bestsellers. She also created a cozy reading book with plush armchairs
and soft lighting.

As they talked, Emily discovered Jack’'s passions for storytelling. She
handed him a worn leather-bound book, saying,”This one needs a new
chapter”. Jack’s eyes sparkled as he began writing.

Weeks passed, and Jack’s visits became regular. Emily watched his words
flow into the pages, weaving tales of love, loss and hope. The bookshop
transformed in to a sanctuary for writers, artists, and book lovers.

One evening, Jack read his finished manuscript aloud. Emily’s heart
swelled with pride. His words had brought the village of life.

As the seasons changed, moonlit pages flourished. Emily and Jack's
freindship. Blossomed into love. Together, they crafted stories that
touched hearts and inspired dreams.
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The Birds in My Backyard

-Lekshmi Parvathy S.P.
91

The baby birds chirp in delight,
As they see their mother, flying in twilight,
With food in her beak, ready to feed
To her young ones, and to the nest she heed.

She feeds them the food,
As the Sun lowers its hood,
It is a freezing night
And with their mother by their side, the children sleep tight.

It is quite a scene to watch
And every moment of it, | catch
Sketching in my flowery backyard,
Swinging backward and forward.

Before long, it’s the next day,
Sunrays and warmth find its way
Through my massive violet curtains
And they peer through my soul like a convex lens.

Unbraiding my hair, | realise
| hear no sound of the fairies in disguise,
It is late night, when | finally decide,
To go to my backyard, hating the humidity of inside

Oh, where are the trees
That once lined the streets
And where are the birds
Whom | used to describe with my words

There will be no more baby birds chirping in delight
No more mother flying towards them in twilight
With food in her beak, ready to feed
To her young ones, and to rest she heed.
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Navaneeth BS
100m back
stroke Ist

FATHIMA ALFINAN S
karate
Senior girls
below 58kg
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[
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LEKSHMI PARVATHY S P
chess

Junior girls
IInd

Gopika

karate
senior girls
below 62kge
Ist

NIRANJAN §
chess
Junior bovys

IInd

AAMISAJINAS S
karate
senior girls
below S0kg
[Ind

ASHAV
sub district
200m.600m 3rd
district
participation

L
ADITHYA SAROSH

Fencing
subdistrict
district
State
I1T1xd

PAVITHRA S RAJU

subdistrict

1

participation

Shahzad Sha
senior boys

k

below 40kg

-

ABHINAY V.5

subdistrict
'; -

O00Om 3rd S arc

district s

district 3rd

participation

LR b 8 i
L S rrrarrre=od
Failyzan
subdistrices
L. L=t
clistrice
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arate Ist district

ASHITHAKRISHNAN A |
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