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WORK OF HEARTS

BEING UNDERWATER

Dark lights

Big, small creatures

Clear water

It seems like another world .
Blue sky

Blue ocean

Both are shining brightly .

I am going deep

There is no end

I can feel the wave,

I can hear the sound of the
ocean,

I don't want to go out

I take rest on the surface

I knew that when 1 will touch

the surface,the silence will
break.

By Parvathy S Pillai
8B
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CAN WE MEET SOMEDAY

A hopeful day has started again,
waiting for one, to see

Will the waiting pay off?

don't know.

. Supporting and loving one from far,

Expecting, we will meet someday .
A day of desire has come to an end,
saying 'bye' to it

And 'hi' to a new one.

Sreya S
3B
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Waiting For You To Come Back

I'm bide yours time

with calmly,

with painly,

for you.

To me worst part of my life while,
you feel finest part as worth wait
I'm bide yours time

with strong hopes,

with faith trust

by knows why I waits you
you not.

It happens unexpectedly

no matter for it

no hours end for it .
It was exam of you,
I will pass for you

Ansalna Fahima
9C
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Lost and Found

Once there was a girl named Sarah. She had a best friend
named Katie. They were best friends since childhood. They laugh
together, cry together and eat together. Sometimes Sarah even got
bullied at school and Katie would always help her get rid of the
bullies. Sarah’s family wasn’t financially doing fine and for the
sake of their financial status and far her parent’s better job Sarah
had to move to another city along with her parents. Sarah was very
sad no just because she had to leave her home town but also to
leave her one and only loving and caring best friend Katie. Both
were really upset about being apart. Sarah didn’t want to be
stubborn to her parents because she already knows their situation,
the pain they were going through. So being a good and obedient
kid knowing these nothing she can do about moving out, she left
her hometown and her loving best friend. She moved to a new
city, a new school. School wasn’t much exiting for her. She didn’t
really make many friends at school Sarah was really sad,
depressed and so was Katie. She really wanted to meet Katie who
was her best friend since childhood. After exactly one and a half
years sadness and depression she misheard her father’s phone call
and got to hear about her childhood friend is currently staying at
the same city a hers. She got happy at the fact that she can finally
meet Katie. She didn’t asked her parents about where she is
staying or where she studying or where she study’s because she
knows that her dad already knew Katie was staying in their city
and her father didn’t informed her. But she didn’t give up, she
decided to find her. She did her best but she just couldn’t find
Katie. Later on one day when Sarah was walking in a park which
was neither too far from her house has too near to her house. She
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would go there whenever she feels down and the scenery in the
park would just make her day. While walking she saw something
shining on the ground, she took it and it was a bracelet which look
quite expensive. She asked the nearby standing people if it’s
theirs, but she couldn’t find the owner. So she decided to give it to
the “Lost and Found” department of the public library nearby.
After giving the bracelet to the librarian and was about to leave
but she noticed something familiar so she began to examine that.
She got to know it was Katis bracelet which they both had as
matching bracelets. She quickly asked the librarian I gave her a
piece of paper which contained the address where they found it.
She stormed out after thanking and biding her goodbye to
librarian. She saw an old man sitting on the bench at the park, she
patiently asked the way to that address to know if she had to take
taxi or just walk. Luckily it was just awaking distance she went to
the address and looked at the places to find her and even knocked
on some doors to ask far Kite. And the answer she got from every
single was a same no. while she was about to go and knock at
another person’s door. She saw some girls playing with a street
puppy. She wasn’t sure if it’s Katis but still she didn’t lose her
hope, she went closer to the girls, knowing some ones standing
behind her she looked at Sarah. Luckily it was Katie Whom she
was missing far a very long time. Both recognized each other and
hugged out of joy. After sad, miserable days of not seeing each
other and not speaking with each other they finally met. Far Sarah,
Katie is “Lost and Found” She lost her once and she found her
again.
By
Devananda Manoj
8B
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Sri Lanka: A Country Beset by Economic Breakdown -
A Review of Factors That Played Against*

Sri Lanka, a democratic country, that is situated at a strategic distance from
India in the Indian Ocean region, was essentially a developing mixed
economy based on agriculture, tourism and agro-based industries.
Clothing, tea, rubber and gemstones were the main exports. Sri Lanka
became a republic in the year 1972. From 1980s to 2009, Sri Lanka was in
the grip of severe domestic disturbances because of insurrection caused by
a group called Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (“LTTE”), a Guerilla
Group.

An otherwise peaceful mineral-rich beautiful Sri Lanka is now facing a
total economic breakdown. What are the factors that led Sri Lanka into this
financial debacle?

Numerous factors played its role into this mess! From Faulty Policies,
Corrupt Rulers there are even factors beyond its government’s control,
better known as the coronavirus pandemic. And last but not the least,
excessive borrowing of loans from China. China is the root cause of many
problems arising in Sri Lanka right now.

*Let’s first take a look at Sri Lanka’s Policy:* A fundamental problem with
Sri Lanka is that it *imports more than it exports; and it spends more than
it earns.* There is a trade deficit and budget deficit; which I like to call it a
*perfect recipe for disaster.* What was Sri Lanka’s response? It was for
more disastrous than the actual crisis! Instead of trying to narrow down the
deficit, it expanded its debt! In fact Sri Lanka borrowed heavily from other
countries and agencies such as the IMF, China etc.

The current Debt to GDP (Gross Domestic Product) ratio of Sri Lanka is a
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whopping 111%; which implies it *owes more than it produces!* The
Asian Development Bank (ADB) flagged this problem as early as on 2019
and warned Sri Lanka of the impending financial doom. Their statement
was “The country’s national expenditure exceeds its national income, and
that its production of tradable goods and services is inadequate.”

2019 was also the year where Gotabaya Rajapaksa, the current President of
Sri Lanka, was campaigning for Presidential elections. Among his
promises to his voters were deep tax cuts. In simpler words; “You vote me
to power, and I will make sure you pay less tax.” In 18th of November,
2019, Gotabaya Rajapaksa became the President of Sri Lanka, bagging
over 52% of the votes. Like the President promised, a series of drastic tax
cuts followed.

Gotabaya Rajapaksa was obsessed with organic agriculture. In April 26,
2021, Gotabaya Rajapaksa banned all chemical fertilizers in Sri Lanka,
without giving much thoughts. This ban went on to kill the very
agricultural output of the nation. White rice is a staple in Sri Lanka; its
production fell down 50% after this ban. In June 2021, Sri Lanka was
forced to import rice, which had never happened in years! In July 2021,
the country banned the imports of luxury goods for the lack for sufficient
forex reserves. At this point the country was scrambling to save Dollars.

*The China Factor:*

3k

The Rajapaksas avoided forming closer ties with India, an otherwise
natural partner, and embraced China. They used bilateral debt to fund
infrastructure projects, many of them were commercially unviable. In short
Sri Lanka simply danced to the bidding of China and invested the
borrowed-money into non-productive projects and sectors.

Do you know what is the world’s emptiest International Airport? It is the
Mattala Rajapaksa International Airport, which is one of the pet-projects of
Rajapaksa’s funded by their close aid, China. The Rajapaksas bet on China
to drive the Lankan economy was in fact an abject surrender to the debt-
trap policy of China without understanding the ramifications, impact and
the consequences of the rigorous and hidden conditions attached to
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Chinese loans. Finally, Sri Lanka couldn’t sustain and were also unable to
pay back these loans. Sri Lanka’s forex-reserves even dwindled to a point
it can’t afford to import papers and ink that was needed for term-
examinations of its school-children.

Finally, China began intervening the policy-matters of Sri Lanka and at
first, they had seized the Hambantota Port from Sri Lanka for 99 years,
another one of the infrastructure projects funded by Chinese because of Sri
Lanka’s failure to repay the loans.

Even though Sri Lanka was never good with money, it was China who
ensured Colombo goes bankrupt!

*Let’s take a look at Sri Lanka’s Tourism sector:*

]

Sri Lanka depends on tourism for 13% of its GDP. The Easter Bombings in
2019 had scared off the Europeans who would come to holiday in the
island nation. Then came the Coronavirus. When the borders closed,
tourists had completely stopped from arriving. As a result, the revenue
from Sri Lanka’s tourism sector fell drastically. In 2019, the revenue was
7.5 billion dollars, while in 2021, the tourism-revenue was only 2.8 billion
dollars.

So, the faulty-policies like deep tax-cuts, ban on chemical fertilizers that
lead to a production-debacle in agricultural sector, dwindling national
revenue from tourism and remittances etc. had a domino effect causing
significant drain on the Sri Lankan national exchequer.

*Other Factors:*

3k

The Sri Lankan Rupee had plunged 32% since the beginning of this year.
Inflation is up 30.2%; meaning a coconut which previously costed 50
Lankan Rupees, now costs 91 Lankan Rupees or even more! Similarly, a
kilo of onions which previously costed 80 Lankan Rupees, currently costs
158 Lankan Rupees. The cost of rice had gone up 93%, chicken had gone
up 55%, and lentils 117%. Not to mention, the life of common people in
Sri Lanka is all at unbearable levels.
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Everything that could go wrong with a country’s economy has gone wrong
with Sri Lanka’s economy. Soaring inflation, huge piles of debt, bleeding
foreign reserves and tanking currency.

As of March 2022, Sri Lanka has less than 1.94 billion US Dollars. Sri
Lanka has 8.6 billion dollars as debt payment due in 2022. They needed to
pay around 80 million dollars as interest payments but were unable to pay
it last month.

*The final factor that pushed Sri Lanka further into this crisis, is Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine:*

Due to the invasion, the fuel prices have shot up. And when fuel prices go
up, so does everything else. The war has made everything in every country
very pricey, and it added fuel to the fire in Sri Lanka’s economic crisis.

Because of the humanitarian crisis in the country, Sri Lankans are fleeing
to India. Sri Lanka is in dire need of 20 billion dollars. Where will they get
this money from? Sri Lanka is hoping the IMF could help. But all money
comes with strings attached. Wherever this story goes, there will be more
pain in store for the people of Sri Lanka.

The bare fact, sadly is, there are no quick-
fix remedy for an economic-meltdown of
this epicproportion. Sri Lankans must
brace for the storm ahead and first thing
they should do is to elect capable and
farsighted leaders who can really
contribute to their stability and
development.*

By Gargi Saraswathi
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I RETURNED TO THE RIVER TODAY

I returned to the river today

The green trees are covering the river
The dark blue sky, the dark blue water
I missed this view for a long

Fishes are jumping and enjoying their life
Snakes are playing with the water

I wish I can go deep in the water and
Swim with them and feel the water

Birds are catching fishes for their babies

And flying back to their nest

The wind is blowing that make my hair messy
I feel like I am flying on the sky

My eyes are bless to see this view
My mind is feeling the nature

My heart is beating so fast

My happiness is uncountable

The clouds are hiding the sun

The frogs are crying for the rain

I am standing here for

Feeling the cold drop of the rain water

The drop of the rain water

Fell on my cheeks

The cold touch give me shiverings

Now the rain drops are all over my body

The sky is getting dark

The frog are gone

The snakes are gone

Now all are gone

How can I say bye to this River
How can I say bye to this river
My eyes are filling with my tears
To say bye to this heaven
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The though of a nest

Once upon a time there was a girl whose name was Hazel. She lived with
her mother. When she was young, she lost her father in an accident. She was really
bad at studying. She won't listern to her teachers. She always play with her phone.
Her mom always scold her but no changes.

She don't have any Friends or siblings. She don't know that there is a world outside.
Hazel waked up on 9:00 am and she goes school late. After she reaches her house,
she starts using her mobile without even changing her dress. She slept at 1 am. Her
mother contacted a doctor and she still plays with her phone. Her mother always pray
for her every second to stop her addiction towards mobile.

One day she went to a wedding party. After a while, she started taking some photos of
rivers. Suddenly, she tripped and her mobile slipped to a river. She started to cry.
People started a crowd around her. Her mother ran to her and hug and told her "don't
cry baby!, I will buy you a new phone". After that incident, they went home. she
changed her dress and went to the kitchen to help her mom. She was getting bored, so
she went to sleep. Next morning, she woke early in the morning. She rubbed her eyes
and looked out of the window. she heard some bird's sound she had never seen birds
before. "How beautiful are they!! she said. She started observing the birds. She saw
the birds collecting coconut fibres and sticks and making something in the tree. She
wondered what they were making it there. She asked her mom why the birds are
picking coconut fibres. she describe about birds and their nest. After few days, she
saw some eggs in nest. And after few more days, she heard some baby birds' sound.
She looked out of her window and found some baby birds who don't have feathers.
she though that the mother bird is trying to kill her babies. So she planned to take the
birds and take care of them. the next day, she got an opportunity to take the baby
birds, so she open her windows and tried to take the babies, but she saw mother bird
coming and feeding them worms with her beak. she thought about her mother feeding
her with her hand. she started to cry. she told sorry to her mom for ignoring her. she
told her mom about the birds and their nest. they both observe the birds and they
became friends with birds. Next day she open her window but she didn't see any
birds. she called her mom and show her. The birds flew away, so she started to cry but
everyday the birds came to see her. she was so happy with that

Aleena T Biju 7B
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SHE

As far, the world revolving and the stars shining, she believed everything
happens for a reason. But she never believed in testing for a while. Yes, the
stars never whispered her name, her future. She grated her own fate with
her starving hands, pulling and pushing and molding her life, leaving
smudges and dirty fingerprints all over at once clean soul.

Her mistakes and her lessons only to her. But, the stars never mapped out
a path for her to follow, never planned her downfalls, her trimphs.
Tragedies was always found on the things she loved. But, she found a
beauty in losing something that means the words to her, else she think low
terrible it will be to leave for them. Beyond her way, Beyond her life,
Beyond her journey,

She found the same cosmic minds that can touch her soul and her heart.
Thus, Miracles always found a way in her life. That made her to live in the
mysteries.

Also she was quiet because she believed in God. As per the Bible speaks,

"She's a warrior and she believed her prayers can move mountains".

In faith of hope,

When everyone want to see her as a lamb she waved her hangs and
become a wolf.

"She take their pains and inject it in her veins". She breathe in their eight
as,

She can live, live and live. Thus, Destiny found no other way than holding
her hands with her hopes. But on her path, She realized everything can
replace, more than superficial in this world's. That, She was lived in her
awkward life dictionary.

Ann Benny
9C
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We Leave Places Behind
We leave places behind
We leave peoples behind

We leave memories behind
Take me back to those good all days again

I always wanted to go place...

That will gave me beautiful memories

But most of the time

I got stuck at a place that gave me worst memories

We have to leave places behind

But don't leave your memories behind

At some point you have to let go and move on

It might be the hardest thing in the world to do.....

Noufiamol K B
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SCHOOL LIBRARY
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