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THE POOR GHOST.....

"Oh whence do you come, my dear friend, to me,
With your golden hair all fallen below your knee,
And your face as white as snowdrops on the lea,

And your voice as hollow as the hollow sea?"

"From the other world | come back to you,
My locks are uncurled with dripping drenching dew.
You know the old, whilst | know the new:

But tomorrow you shall know this too."

"Oh not tomorrow into the dark, | pray;
Oh not tomorrow, too soon to go
away:
Here | feel warm and well-
content and gay:
Give me another year, another

day."

"Am | so changed in a day and a night
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That mine own only love shrinks from me with fright,
Is fain to turn away to left or right

And cover up his eyes from the sight?"

"Indeed | loved you, my chosen friend,
| loved you for life, but life has an end;
Thor' sickness | was ready to tend:

But death Mars all, which we cannot mend.

"Indeed | loved you; | love you yet

If you will stay where your bed is set,

Where | have planted a violet

Which the wind waves, which the dew makes wet."

"Life is gone, then love too is gone,
It was a reed that | leant upon:
Never doubt 1 will leave you alone

And not wake you rattling bone with bone.

"I go home alone to my bed,
Dug deep at the foot and deep at the head,

Roofed in with a load of lead,
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Warm enough for the forgotten dead.

"But why did your tears soak the clay,

And why did your sobs wake me where | lay?

| was away, far enough away:

Let me sleep now till the Judgement Day."
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THE FROG

Contemptuous of his home beyond
The village and the village pond,
A large sou-led Frog who spurned each bye way,

Hopped along the imperial highway.

Nor grunting pig nor barking dog
Could disconcert so great a frog.
The morning dew was lingering yet
His sides to cool, his tongue to wet;
The night dew when the night should come

A travelled frog would send him home.

Not so, alas! the wayside grass

Sees him no more: - not so, alas!

A broad wheeled wagon unawares
Ran him down, his joys, his cares.
From dying choke one feeble croak
The Frog's perpetual silence broke:
"Ye buoyant Frogs, ye great and small,
Even | am mortal after all.

My road to Fame turns out a wry way:




MU QI

| perish on this hideous highway,-

Oh for my old familiar bye way!"

The choking Frog sobbed and was gone:

The Wagner strode whistling on.

Unconscious of the carnage done,
Whistling that Wagner strode on,
Whistling (it may have happened so)
"A Foggy would a-wooing go:"

A hypothesis frog trolled he

Obtuse to a reality.

O rich and poor, O great and small,
Such oversights beset us all:
The mangled frog abides in cog,
The uninteresting actual frog;
The hypothesize frog alone

Is the one frog we dwell upon.
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THE HIGH WAY MAN

The wind was a torrent of darkness among the gusty trees,
The moon was a ghostly galleon tossed upon cloudy seas,
The road was a ribbon of moonlight over the purple moor,
And the highwayman came riding--
Riding--riding--
The highwayman came riding, up to the old inndoor.
He'd a French cocked-hat on his
forehead, a bunch of lace at his chin,
A coat of claret velvet, and breeches of
brown doeskin;
They fitted with never a wrinkle: his
boots were up to the thigh!
And he rode with a jewelled twinkle,
His pistol butts a-twinkle

His rapier hilt a-twinkle, under the jewelled sky.

Over the cobbles he clattered and clashed in the dart inn-yard,
And he tapped with his whip on the shutters, but all was locked and barred;
He whistled a tune to the window, and who should be waiting there
But the landlord's black-eyed daughter,

Bess, the landlord's daughter,
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Plaiting a dark red love-knot into her long black hair.

And dark in the dark old inn-yard a stable-wicket creaked
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little kites camp:
from ST.Gemma's
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