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........ The . rmovm'hj_. .hg._ht  Flickered . ..thvough the .
Curtains:--. The. .dust . particles . Shini ng . like . 9’:‘.{:.{:3.7&'. :
The . .5unhglot . warmed.  her. face. .and. . the . Lamt. .. ..
hum . of  Hhe. . bees.. . .-Q’l.hfhg_. the air-. Tiana.’s. .eyes. . . ..
Afluttered  open. . with . the . Sudden . dntensity. of ...
warmth: on. .bher. face:--. Her. eyes. . .Scaminj. .each . awd. . .
- Every . corner . . of . her. qyoam:: . thoatls. . whew. . her. ... ...
eges. . landed. .on. . the. . calarder . Which. .was ... . . ... .
: .’Y.lg_ht. nfront . of . her . .an . the . table.. .. Tiana’s .. . . ...
.fboughés. = begah. i Rl e e TR
o ‘ Tiana ,.are. .you. nat. . .go;’w.g_. ta . g.e.{;. AP (,Z.” .........
Hex . Houghts. . . were . interupted. . .bg'. Ahe . Prustrated.
WVoice . of . hex. . yvother...-With a. Sudden . jolt , she

.gbn.c.ad .at . the. . clock. . and. then. . She. .vealized....... .
the . fact. . toat. . She. . haok . sverslept. . a.g_a:‘n.-' ............
IE was. .ot . the. . Fiust. . dime . . this . bhad. . happened: . .
. Each . . and. . every. ..o.ia.cj_. . her . wother. lhad. o ... ... ..

call. her. . like . . this. . ln. .ovder . £o. . woke. .lher. . “Up - . . . .
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been. . .wuith . her . . Since . childhood . Ti'ana . carvefull g .

: g_yabbed. .the .. cake. . she. . had. prepared.. £or . her. . ..

the. . .emp&g_. ..hall.w.o.nj._d— PR (RS U S < - M s

(%)

...... oh.,‘m.j_.@oot., ..y,au. Scared. vne . Tiana'’s. . veoice . . ..

Cwas. . Just. . perfedt. . For . .eﬁ%g'.‘mak:’ma.. her. . laug,h ey

NS0, where. s ny. . present. 1" Moaria . .extended . . .
Cher . bhand. . . and . closed . her . eyes. . oLfr..ama_.tf(,'q,zeg_.. .....
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o What .gi(:.'l:. 1., T have. no.ldea .
R .ﬁalku‘mg_.’/. - Tiana. . Said. . withaquret . .laugj«-.«: ...........

Clashen . . .tlneg_. .veached. . . their . clags . Tlana. . gave

 khe. . cake.  that . she .made.  to. Marin--The.  cake

.even. . ba.at. hev. .lowest . point. . On .fhe . other . . ...
hand .. Maria. . .was. .alujag}g . the. topper 5. Charming ..
. and . .Jh/‘mimg_. like .. a .Stay. . beth . .in. ey ... ... ...
: b.e.au{ci. and . .academics . . Tiana . was. . rreal(.i.{:em;ed.,. ;
.She. had. .b.OL’Xelg_. Studied. . Mer . exams. .are . jusk. ... . ..
Lo few. .da:}.,c away:. The . only. . .Johfms_. that . made. . .
bher. . Feel a . bit. . yeloxed. . was . the . words . ... ... ..

/
From. . Maria-. .. T .uxnll. . help. .cé‘_ou,. , Voo . wmatter. . Wha{:.{
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. Gudl Shiced. . .'(:hroug.h . the. . Suffacating .. QLR o i
The.. wait..wes. .over - Now. . the . . paper. . on her. .
codlesk. . was. . ot .. Just. . & sheet.. of. . wooden . pulp .=
It was . her.. Judge. and. J.uv.c.o(_:. Her. . hands

trembled | . enithh . .eadh . yvove. . Bat. . cwhen. She. saw: . ..

the . question . paper. .. Hey. eges. grew. . trlder.. ... ..
Vot . . trom. . the. . foay. . bat . from. . the. . Grock. of . . ..
Withessing. . the . questions. . that. . She. .skudieol ... . ..

.......... The. . . bell . 7ang .. .ﬁ'ma.l[j. 4he . exam. wos .
. ove ! Hew . .eg,ex. .l‘mme.o{ro.!;elcj_. Searched. for . marra -
But  Hev . State . was . dust. . like . Tiana: . The.cé’. botln. .

Cwene. . . g_.fqal. that. . the. .8xan. . tuas. . casiey. . dhan . . .

like . . @. wave .- .. . Smoaath . and. . guuck : Enthanting .
; |

: J'oume%s Ahvough. her . home . town - how. beautiful.-. . . .
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The veopening £ime had arvived: |,
....... New . . s . Sdoot reepeiatiag.. Besrodes . £that . .

H o is. alse. . the  time. for . their  vesults:  The. ... ...
CNesulss . were . published : Tiana . .and. . Mayta ... ..
Cvushed. . toawards . . the. notice. . board., but. the .. ...

 Stvearn. . of . Students. . grew. . thicker. When . the .. ..
CCrawd. .. was. . ever .- .‘&lneg, .checked .. Ehe . vesults. .
CTtawma’s. . Face. . ik up  while . Marials. . expyrecsion. . .
Yemained. . anrveadatble.. When . She. . obsevved . (k. . ..
..again - “Hey. . hear. .could . lhave . nnissed. . a. . foe.o/c”. a3
Tiana. thought . : .Fov . the. fink. tome . v her........
Clife. . Mavia. . was .. Secancl . while . Tiana. . become . . . . .
teackher

the. . bopper . . The. prefesser. . praised . her. . before ..

 Ahe. . whole .. closs.-. The . omlg. one. . £hat. . yemwained. . . .

: .‘F?ozen R § > W SR g 7 BT S U R o ST T S i

PR « T FeTT Y .Cl.cl:!'k\g_. Aistant ) cold, anreaddde - . . .

2

Wwhat. . o I.. .du.pp'oseo( 4o, do Y ghe. . erbispered .

4o . herself - she.  Shared . . lher.. .—B'\oug;hts. enidii . . .

hew. . mother --.-. She . ven
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She. . knew. . Ahat . new .Scme.%.ha’mg. bad. (s . geing. t0

Yimes - -.-. Tilona'’s. . bheart. .Sha{:{sew.‘mg_. fnko. .pleces. . . .. ..
dag. . by otag_ ..... Then . Something . happeneel. -~ Someﬁhmg
that. . she . . mrevey. .expected. . Maria’s. . be haviowr. .. . . ..

.foeg_am. to. . change . She. became . the . dald. Maryia.,. . . .
.pun.ng_./. talkakive . , theiv .. €riendship. rveconnected. . .

 Thoana. . didv'’t. knew . . what . it. . was. oy. . how & .. .. .

......... Time . had. passed ., .o’ta.c}s cwn b vnendieg s
years o The . .O.rnl.cj_. .‘.Um’mg_. Abhat . .hhad. . .Qhamg_e.c,l. ......

Lwas . . bhe. . .“Poc,u.e'r ".. The . . teachers. . ..(aeg,cm. . T et

be.  wwoye .. conmnected . . kowords . Trana . yother thanm. ..

.. SCholavships. - -+ .awards. . Ond . S0 o : .m.ang_. .C.hamg_e_g.

bhadl. .. ha.p.p.e,ned. , ..olu’ffhg_. CAnrs. . Yeay

The . wament. . .—Hn.ea_. Ihad. . peewn. .wa.)”c\‘mg.é’o.x o

.........................................................
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Chad. . arrived. | The. . Grvadwation . . cevyemo m.cé_-.-.' ......
TIAVA. . .ﬁ’f.u.o\ged. ; .p.*roudlg_. , .‘UWOMSJ/). Ahe. . path woy - .

. extended .. her . .gwavd . cowarods . Mavia : She . just . ..

. .gave. her . .a. forced. . smile-. The. after rnoon. PO.’Y‘Eg_.‘ﬂad

: .b.eg_an~. Cheers - . .Jhoubm&:.».'. .e.v.e'z’gfbln.frsﬂ_. to

L vake . . 4he. . .olo,%_. . memo rable - Trarna . oond . Ma7ia . .

Both . .whispering, . Cheers. . to. . eachother. ... ... ... .. ..
U Tiana . ., Come. . .have. . a .talk . wikh  Us. . chear. ...

Tepper.”. .= . Hen. . #rjend. . called . her . fowardys. €he. .

. Cyowol. . in. . a . teasing. . Fone.. The. .uword . Topper..

itcelf  made. . Maxials. bleod. . bail:.  Tiana . . excuseodl. . .

her Self. . fram.  Mavia. . oand-. . went. . towards. the . .

.. greup Atter. o . pep talk ,. She .. came bock. . to . Maria.

Mario . .wvth. .a. . .polite . Smile. . handed . hev. the ... .. ..

Cdvink - Tana. . took. Small . . Sips .. while. . .’cn.l)-(.im%_. 8, i

Maria .. with, . a. . calm.  voice .. Sudeenly. . her . pulse. .
Y p
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.begom. . 4o . quicken.- ... Her. thyoat . became. . OL-”{'} ke . .
Sand s Her. . nese. .. beg_av.s. 4o . bleed.:: : ..Ev.e.vgcme .........
‘wioder . . while. . Maria. . .Stood . . at. .a . Cormer. .\Smf'rkf.ng_.

Infront . .6€f. . hev. . own . vefleckiowm: . .. L.

........ Chaos . . €rupked . ak the. . haspitol-- her. ... ... .
wothey. . Ssbbing. - - her . friers . panicKing @
Situation. . that . . roone . could . ever. . imagine.-. .. ... ...

Then. . the . deckoy. .came , " we . had. . tried . our. best,
Cleds. . .Pmpe- that. .. She . wvould . .va.\/t’ue.n.-».’lfl—na—.t. wovrals -
. That . .&r.vmg_le. . .Sentence . . was. .gf'.v.e.m . on; the . dector--. .
. Not. Suve::. hope i a.nl.g hope ! The. . dockws. ... .
 Yushed. . towards. her . mother. - after. . a. few . hours -

. She. had .opened . her. BY@S::i

WVt B new . woas .| the . .olvink.e.o ot Pioong t9 .0
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cthat .. She. . trusted . .wvith . her . heart .ond . soul - .
Maria .- The. . .O.lnhj._. pexrson . that. . made . her. .. ..
feel . loved . .@be .other . . thon . her  ymother. ... She. ..
was . Jeadous. . o€ . hev.- - no., ot . Just.  Jealaus. . ..
but.  vstead . .she.. had . attemptied. . o .Crime. - : ..

Q. Crime. . to. . Kill .. hex. own. . bestfryied:. Tiana......

hnevery .- €ver . . iVna_g_u'.med.. . HER :-: Monia. - . Sermesne .
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