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ST. VINCENT COLONY G HS S CALICUT

ACADEMIC MASTER PLAN

UP ENGLISH

VISION:

Systematic planning makes a classroom remarkable success in learning English
language through the text book and other innovative methods. To develop and
accelerate the ability to communicate well for effective classroom interaction and
content transaction. Children attain the knowledge, skills, attitudes and values
through subject related learning.

OBJECTIVES:

» To provide a vibrant platform to the learners to update their knowledge and skills in
English language as well as to practice and sharpen their English language.

» To develop a passion for listening, speaking, reading, writing and to enthuse them to
hone their own writing including creative writing.

» To provide hands on experience in designing and planning interesting, effective and
innovative ways of learning in which learners can be engaged in a variety of activities
that result in accelerated learning of English language.

» To create an awareness in the understanding of English as a global language and to
gain an insight into the relationship between the teachers, parents and the society.

» To understand the process involved in writing paragraphs, dialogues, messages,
placards, posters and stories.

» To analyse critically the texts and to allocate the available time in the most
productive way

» To build up an English atmosphere in the the school and inculcate the values of
English language and the habit of collaborative learning.

» To enhance the pupil's confidence in using English specially in various learning
activities like seminars, debates and other discourses effectively.

INTRODUCTION

Every class is likely to have learners from different socio-cultural background and
obviously there exists a wide range of difference in their learning styles and receptive
ability. Teaching to such heterogeneous group throws a number of challenges to any
reflective teacher. Moreover, one of the common problems is disparity in competence of
learners of the same class. This situation is more acute in the context of teaching-
learning of English in a class of multi-level learners. Only a few learners possess fairly
better proficiency level whereas others fail to perform minimum language skills. As a
result, many teachers feel that addressing the requirements of low proficient and



above average learners by using the prescribed textbook seems to be a far-fetching
dream. Academic supervisors disclose the fact that majority of learners seem to be
hardly benefited by the usual deliberations of classroom teaching. Most of the time
classroom process ends up in addressing average and above average learners. In such
situation, basic questions that come to the mind of a sensible teacher are '‘Should I be
happy to reach some or all?" and "What else could be done to see that everyone is
benefited by my efforts?" As we all know, we can never be successful in our teaching if
we blindly stick to the texts and tasks provided in a prescribed textbook. As Sandra Lee
McKay remarks local educators need to take ownership of the teaching of English and
design pedagogies that are appropriate to the local culture of learning. 'We need to
make them digestible to every learner in the class. Even the low proficient learners
should reach at least minimum level of learning in terms of content and language
experience in the process of classroom transaction. Thus, a serious classroom
practitioner is expected to explore effective avenues to reach every learner with
different learning potential and style. A few periodical interactions with classroom
practitioners, both primary and secondary, and the experience of classroom observation
revealed that the greater challenge before an English teacher is realizing the objectives
of transacting a prescribed textbook in the class of learners who cannot understand
either explanation in the target language or read the prescribed text on their own
successfully. One standard reason that is of ten heard is lack of exposure in previous
classes. It is true, but a responsible teacher needs to think of some practical solutions to
address the problem.

CURRENT LEVEL OF LEARNING:

Learning of English as a second language has recently become more predominant in the
school of Kerala with the introduction of innovative teaching learning practices. To
make the learning easier faster enjoyable and effective a teacher has to endorse
different and competent strategies in the classroom. This effort obviously demands
thorough understanding of the problem. An analysis of the situation reveals the
following facts.

* Lack of basic vocabulary and comprehensible input.

* Defect in registration of words, phrases and structures.

* Lack of opportunity to use the words in learners' store.

* No opportunity to use learn language in real life contexts.

* Children have no vocabulary to express their ideas. They are not able to
construct apt sentences.

* Lack of facility makes them unable to listen English regularly.

* Lack of practice, necessary support and follow up.

* Unavailability of suitable learning materials Understanding of causes for the
above said problem would certainly take us a long way in addressing the basic
needs of learners in learning a foreign language. But most of the teachers end
up giving the following excuses.

*  Poor economic background of the learners.



Learners belong to first generation learners of English Illiteracy of parents, Learners
belong to backward community, Lack of interest among learners, Difficult texts and
concepts, Distraction by captivating media The above excuses seem to true outwardly
but the fact is lack of comprehensible language input and opportunities to use the
target language. Sensing the importance of addressing these fundamental aspects
classroom practitioners would always be looking for more effective ways of enhancing
learners' potential. It is in this process of quenching dissatisfaction a number of
interesting ways of teaching have evolved. Substitute texts (sub-texts) or alternative
texts are among the immediate practical solution to the said problem.

Many children are not able to read and comprehend the English language. They have
very little vocabulary of their own. So, they can't express their feelings. And also, they
didn't take any pain to gain their vocabulary.

Textbooks are usually prepared based on general notions of average learning
probabilities of the learners. They are likely to be bound to certain predetermined
standards. Consequently, they fail to provide same or similar benefits to the learners of
varied level of proficiency and experience.

So, like mother preparing different dishes to different members of the family based on
their needs and interest, teacher has to exhibit motherly concern to reach every child
and enhance the level of learner by using differentiated texts to different learners.

~, Problem analysis-Format 1
Area: Academic o " Subject: English ;
Problem: Lack of ability to'¢onstruct sentences and use in the appropriate situation.
30% can’t write properly: only 30% can speak properly.5% can’t read properly

Pupil: Lack of facility to Provides more Presents Radio news,
listen English at home participation and videos, poems, stories etc
arranges more facility to
listen English
Teacher: Teachers are unable | Teacher takes some Provides Newspaper,
to spend time for extra works | more time to spent Gives more practices for
due to vast content chunking and peer group
reading
Parent: Lack of time and Finds sponsors Increases library
money to buy or spent with consumption
the pupils

Hypothesis : Conversation and description capabilities increased



Discourses/Activities Learning Learning Time Tasks Assessment Support | TL M
Objectives Outcomes Period | Involved
Lend your ear Understand the | Can listen One English Listening, English Oral and
need for careful | and respond Year Teachers | speaking, Club written
listening appropriatel reading and activities
¥ writing
skills
Follow Me If You Can Understand the | Can follow One English Listening, English Performance
role of and respond Year Teachers | speaking, Club -based
movement in to reading and assessment
communication instructions writing
and life skills
Breaking News Understand Can collect One English Listening, English Group
different and present Year Teachers | speaking, club activity
sources of news | information reading and
writing
skills
Treasure Hunt Understand the | Can One English Listening, English Observation
importance of participate in | Year Teachers | speaking, Club
teamwork and group tasks reading and
problem- and solve writing
solving problems skills
Reader's Theatre Appreciate the Can read One English Listening, English Peer
art of aloud and Year Teachers | speaking, club feedback
performance perform reading and
and dialogues writing
dramatization skills
My Droplets Recognize the Can express One English Listening, English Class
importance of ideas Year Teachers | speaking, club magazine
water and its creatively reading and
conservation through writing
language skills

Calender

June - August

Listening and
Speaking

September -
February

Reading and
Writing




Situational Analysis

Academic issue : 30% learners don't have the ability to communicate in English

Objective: to enable the learners to use simple English in daily situations.

Reasons

Remedial Measures

Activity

Learner

Consider English as a core
subject. Unfamiliar words
are beyond comprehension
Limited chance to use
English and daily life

Teacher

Lautane position to transact
to different group of
students In a class.

Promote communication
skills

By farming English club
learners can improve English
through different activities.

English club :a platform

Open forum to read out
literary genres

Dramatization on relevant
themes

Role play

English reading corner
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Activity Objectives Process Dura | Responsi Evaluation Assista Product
tion bility nce
Listenin | To improve the | Pre recorded 1 English | Experience of PTA Presenting
g and listening and | news reading | Year | teachers | speakingin a a speech
speaking | speaking skills | Spoken English classroom or
Workshop public
Reading | To improve the Reading 1 English | Experience of PTA Writing a
reading skills short stories | mont | teachers reading news
through various | and fiction h report
stories and June
novels
Letter To enhance Poster 1mon | English Creative PTA Informal
Writing | creative writing | making with th teachers aspects letter
and innovative July
Poster ideas
Making
JAM Just a minute Trying out | 1Mon | English Accent PTA Extempore
Program | programs which | contemporar th [ Teachers Vocabulary
me game students | y new topics | Augu | and club
to speak on st
various topics
for a minute
English | Dispel the stage Enriching 1 English Creative English | Elocution
Assembl fear of the confidence | Year | Teachers | thinking and club
y students through communication
speaking skills
skills
Spell Bee To get more Accurate 1mon | English To improve English [ Memory
acquaintance accent, th club accent teacher games
with the memory test [ Octob S
language er
through correct
spelling
Creative To enhance To be Septe [ English To improve English | Debate and
Writing students familiar mber Club grammatical | teacher group
and creativity with the to elements in S discussion




Gramma
r

through
different
activities

Focusing more
on the grammar
part

grammar
part
unconsciousl
y while they
communicate

Janu
ary

communication
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