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Numbers Around The World

presently, the earliest Known archaeological
evidence of any form of writing or counting are scratch
marks ~on a  bone  from 150,000  years  ago.
But the funereally solid evidence of counting, in the form
of the number one, is from a mere twenty-thousand years ago.
An is hangs tone found in the conga with two identical
marKings — of  sixty  Scratches  each  and  equally.
Numbered groups on the back.
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These markings are a certain indication of counting and they

mark. a defining moment in western materialization.

Zoologists tell us that mammals other than
humans are only able to count up to three or four, while our
believed that the necessity for numbers became more apparent
when humans started to build their own houses, as opposed

to living in caves and the like.

Anthropologists tell us that in sumac, in abut
4,000 BCE, Sumerians used toKens to represent numbers, an
improvement over notches is a stick or bone A very important
development from using adding toKens you can also take away,
giving sixth to arithmetic, an event of major significance.
The Sumerian's tokens made possible the arithmetic required
for them to asses wealth, calculate profit and loss and even
moxe importantty, to callect taxes,as well as Keep permant
records. The standard belief is that in this way numbers became the
woeldls  first writing and thus accounting was born.

More primitive societies,such as the wiligree of

central Australianever used number,not felt the need for them.

Wemay asK,why then did the sumerians on the ather side of the
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world feel the meedfor simple mathemetics? The answer opof coure,

was decause they lived in cities which required oranizinyg.

Natural Numbers

The must familiar numhers axe the

natural numbers {sumetimes called whale
numhers orcounting numhers} 1’2’3 and
soon.Traditionally the sequence of natural
numbers started with i co was not
evenconsiclered a number for the ancient
greeks].however, in the 19thcen tury,setthe
lorist and other mathematicians stared
including o {cardinality of the empty s’ie o
ie.0 elements,where o is thus the smallest
cardinal number{in the set of the natural
numbers.Today,different mathematicians use
the term to describe both sets,including 0 or
not.The mathematical symbol for the set of all
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natural numbers in N, also written N,and
sometimes No or N,when it is nessasary to
indicate whether the set should start with O or

1,respectivly

MVa0HO1a]AIBHBo  AMVa0al12]QIBH30

mna3l.

Mmghs kappiset
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