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Sulthn Qabos Bin Said

L\ it =

The only son of Sultan Said bin Taimur of Muscat and Oman, Qaboos was
educated in England. After graduating from the Royal Military Academy
Sandhurst, he served briefly in the British Army. He returned to Oman in 1966
and was placed under virtual house arrest by his father. In 1970, Qaboos
ascended to the Omani throne after overthrowing his father in a coup d'état,
with British support. The country was subsequently re-named the Sultanate of
Oman.

As Sultan, Qaboos implemented a policy of modernization and ended Oman's
international isolation.His reign saw a rise in living standards and development
in the country, the abolition of slavery, the end of the Dhofar Rebellion and the
promulgation of Oman's constitution. Suffering from poor health in later life,
Qaboos died in 2020. He had no children so he named his cousin, Haitham bin
Tariqg, his heir.

There were few rudiments of a modern state when Qaboos took power in the
1970 Omani coup d'état.Oman was a poorly developed country, severely
lacking in infrastructure, healthcare, and education, with only six miles of
paved roads and a population dependent on subsistence farming and fishing.
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Qaboos modernized the country using oil revenues. Schools and hospitals were
built, and a modern infrastructure was laid down, with hundreds of kilometres
of new roads paved, a telecommunications network established, projects for a
port and airport that had begun prior to his reign were completed and a second
port was built, and electrification was achieved. The government also began to
search for new water resources and built a desalination plant, and the
government encouraged the growth of the private enterprise, especially in
development projects. Banks, hotels, insurance companies, and print media
began to appear as the country developed economically. The Omani rial was
established as the national currency, replacing the Indian rupee and Maria
Theresa thaler. Later, additional ports were built, and universities were opened.
In his first year in power, Qaboos also abolished slavery in Oman, an act that
remains one of his most important.

The political system which Qaboos established is that of an absolute monarchy.
The Sultan's birthday, 18 November, is celebrated as Oman's national holiday.
The first day of his reign, 23 July, is celebrated as Renaissance Day.

Oman has no system of checks and balances, and thus no separation of powers.
All power is concentrated in the sultan, who is also chief of staff of the armed
forces, Minister of Defence, Minister of Foreign Affairs and chairman of the
Central Bank. All legislation since 1970 has been promulgated through royal
decrees, including the 1996 Basic Law. The sultan appoints judges, and can
grant pardons and commute sentences. The sultan's authority is inviolable and
the sultan expects total subordination to his will.
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