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Devika M R

A friend in need is a friend indeed

Once upon a time there lived a lion in a forest. One day after a
heavy meal. It was sleeping under a tree. After a while, there came a mouse and
it started to play on the lion. Suddenly the lion got up with anger and looked for
those who disturbed its nice sleep. Then it saw a small mouse standing trembling
with fear. The lion jumped on it and started to kill it. The mouse requested the

lion to forgive it. The lion felt pity and left it. The mouse ran away.

On another day, the lion was caught in a net by a hunter. The
mouse came there and cut the net. Thus it escaped. There after, the mouse and

the lion became friends. They lived happily in the forest afterwards.
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Sreya C Mohan IX B

Elephant and Friends

One day an elephant wandered into a forest in search of friends.

He saw a monkey on a tree.

“Will you be my friend?" asked the elephant.

Replied the monkey, “You are too big. You can not swing from trees like me."

Next, the elephant met a rabbit. He asked him to be his friends.

But the rabbit said, “You are too big to play in my burrow!"

Then the elephant met a frog.

“Will you be my friend? He asked.

“How can I?" asked the frog.

“You are too big to leap about like me."

The elephant was upset. He met a fox next.
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“Will you be my friend?" he asked the fox.

The fox said, “Sorry, sir, you are too big."

The next day, the elephant saw all the animals in the forest running for their

lives.

The elephant asked them what the matter was.
The bear replied, “There is a tier in the forest. He’s trying to gobble us all up!"

The animals all ran away to hide.

The elephant wondered what he could do to solve everyone in the forest.

Meanwhile, the tiger kept eating up whoever he could find.

The elephant walked up to the tiger and said, “Please, Mr. Tiger, do not eat up

these poor animals."

“Mind your own business!" growled the tiger.

The elephant has a no choice but to give the tiger a hefty kick.

The frightened tiger ran for his life.

The elephant ambled back into the forest to announce the good news to everyone.

All the animals thanked the elephant.

They said, “You are just the right size to be our friend."
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The Clever Frog g
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Nayif Nazar IXA

The Deep inside a forest, there was a pond. Many fishes, crabs and frogs
lived in the pond. Theirs was a happy and peaceful life.

Among them lived two beautiful fishes named Sahasrabuddhi and
Shatabuddhi. They were bigger than the other fishes in the pond. They were very

proud of their good looks and intelligence.

In the same pond lived a frog with his wife. His name was Ekkabuddhi.
The fishes and frogs were good friends. They all led an undisturbed life.

But one day two fishermen, returning from the river in the forest after
fishing came across the pond. It was late in the evening and as usual all the fishes
a
nd frogs were at play. Sahasrabuddhi, Shatabuddhi, Ekkabuddhi and many others
joined the game. They leaped high into the air and chased each other.

Seeing the beautiful scene the fishermen were amazed and stopped in their
tracks.

“How beautiful they look?" said one fisherman.

“Yes. And so many of them too," replied the other.

“The pond does not look very deep," said the first fisherman. “Let us catch some
of them."

“It is already very late and we have a heavy load to carry a long way. Let’s come

back tomorrow," suggested the other fisherman.
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Ekkabuddhi turned to the others in the pond and said, “Did you not hear what
the fishermen said? We must leave this pond for a safer place."
“Just because two fishermen said they would come back to catch us tomorrow,

you want us to leave our home and flee. For all we know, they might not come
back," said Sahasrabuddhi.

“Even if they come back to catch us I know a thousand tricks to get away."
“And even if your thousand ways fail, I know another hundred ways to escape,"
said Shatabuddhi. “ We will not let two fishermen scare us away from our me."
All the others in the pond agreed with them.

“Well! I know only one trick," said Ekkabuddhi. “To leave the place before
danger strikes." Ekkabuddhi and his wife left the pond in search of a safer place.

All the fishes, crabs and frogs laughed at them as they left.

The next day the fishermen returned to the pond and cast their net. “Ouch! This
net is too thick for me to bite through," cried Sahasrabuddhi.

“For me too," cried Shatabuddhi. “Only if I could get out, I could do something.

“We should have listened to Ekkabuddhi," cried a fish. “Now we are all doomed."

The fishermen caught them all and put all the fishes, frogs and crabs into a big
basket and took them away.

Ekkabuddhi, hiding behind a boulder with his wife turned to her and said, “If I

had not acted in time, we would also be in that basket with the others."
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The Foolish Lion

Adityan Anil IX A

In a forest there lived a lion. He had grown old and could not run fast

anymore. As days went by it became more and more difficult for him to hunt.

One day while he was wandering through the forest in search of food, he
came across a cave. He peeped in and smelt the air inside the cave. “Some animal
must be staying here," he said to himself. He crept inside the cave only to find it
empty. “I will hide inside and wait for the animal to return," he thought.

The cave was the home of a jackal. Everyday, the jackal would go out in
search of food and return to the cave in the evening to rest. That evening, the
jackal after having his meal started towards home. But as he came closer, he felt
something wrong. Everything around him very quiet. “Something is wrong," the
jackal said to himself. “Why are all the birds and insects so silent?"

Very slowly and cautiously, he walked towards his cave. He looked around
him, watching for any signs of danger. As he got closer to the mouth of the cave,
all his instincts alerted him of danger. “I have to make sure that everything is
alright," thought the jackal. Suddenly, he thought of a plan.

The clever jackal called out to the cave. “Hello my good cave, what
happened to you today? Why are you so quiet?"

The jackal’s voice echoed deep inside the cave. The lion, who by now could

control his hunger no longer, thought to himself, “I think it is because I am here
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that the cave is silent. Before the jackal realises that something is wrong, I should
do something."

The jackal continued to call out, “Have you forgotten our agreement cave?
You are supposed to greet me when I return home." The lion tried to make his
voice sound hollow and called out from within the cave, “Welcome home my
friend."

The birds chirped loudly and flew away on hearing the lion’s roar. As for
the jackal, he shook with fear. Before the hungry lion could pounce on him and

eat him up, the jackal ran for his dear life as fast as his legs could carry him.

The lion waited for a long while for the jackal to enter the cave. But when
the jackal did not come in, the lion realised that he had been fooled. He cursed

himself for his foolishness that made him lose a prey.
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The Crow and The Necklace

Sajo Varghese IX B

Once a crow and his wife built their nest atop a huge banyan tree
beside a river. They were very happy there. But when the female crow laid her
eggs, they were in for an unpleasant shock. A huge snake who lived in a hole at

the bottom of the tree came up and ate all their beautiful eggs.
The crows were helpless with anger and pain. “You can’t let this wicked snake
eat our children anymore," cried the female crow bitterly. “You have to find a

way to save them from him,’ she said.

“Let us go to our friend the jackal. He is very clever. He will surely be able to
help us with a solution," said the male crow.

They both flew to the cave in the forest where their friend the jackal lived.

The jackal saw them coming. “Hello my friends. Why do you look so sad and

worried? Can I help you in any way?"he asked.

“Every time my wife lays eggs in our nest, a wicked snake living at the foot of the
tree eats them up," explained the crow.
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“We want to get rid of him and save our children. Please tell us what we can do."

The jackal thought for some time. “I know what you should do," said the jackal
and he told the plan to the crows.

It was a habit of the queen to come with her maids for a bath to the river. When
they did so, they removed all their clothes and jewels and placed them on the
river bank. On the following day the queen and her maids as usual entered the

river.

“You know what to do right?" asked the crow to his wife. “Yes," she answered.
Both of them flew over the pile of clothes and jewels. The female crow swiftly
picked up a precious pearl necklace in her beak. At the same time the male crow
began to caw loudly to gain the attention of the queen and her maids.

“Oh, those crows have taken my pearl necklace." cried the queen. “Guards!" she
cried. “Get that necklace back from those pesky crows." Her guards chased the
crows shouting loudly.

The crows flew straight to the banyan tree with the guards close behind. Hearing
all the noise, the snake came out of his hole at the foot of the tree. Immediately,
the female crow dropped the necklace right where the snake was.

“Look out! There is a huge snake near the necklace," alerted one guard.

Before the snake could realise what was happening, the guards attacked him with

sharp spears and killed him. The guards then picked up the necklace and took it

back to their queen.

The crows thanked their friend the jackal for helping them get rid of their enemy.
They lived happily with their children.
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Quotations of Mahatma Gandhi

Aleena Joseph IX B

“If we could change ourselves, the tendencies in the world would also
change. As a man changes his own nature, so does the attitude of the world
change towards him. We need not wait to see what others do.”

“A man is but a product of his thoughts. What he thinks he becomes.”

“I will not let anyone walk through my mind with their dirty feet.”
“Nobody can hurt me without my permission.”

“Happiness is when what you think, what you say, and what you do are

in harmony.”
“The weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is an attribute of the strong.”
“An ounce of practice is worth a thousand words.”

“A coward is incapable of exhibiting love; it is the prerogative of the

brave.”

“Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were to live

forever.”

“Freedom is not worth having if it does not include the freedom to

make mistakes.”

“Service which is rendered without joy helps neither the servant nor
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the served.”

“If we are to teach real peace in this world, and if we are to carry on a
real war against war, we shall have to begin with the children.”

“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of

others.”
“In a gentle way, you can shake the world.”

“If I have the belief that I can do it, I shall surely acquire the capacity
to do it even if I may not have it at the beginning.”

“Hate the sin, love the sinner.”
“Glory lies in the attempt to reach one’s goal and not in reaching it.”

“Whenever you are confronted with an opponent, conquer him with

love.”
“Permanent good can never be the outcome of untruth and violence.”
“The future depends on what you do today.”

“To give pleasure to a single heart by a single act is better than a

thousand heads bowing in prayer.”

“Earth provides enough to satisfy every man’s needs, but not every

man’s greed.”

“It’s the action, not the fruit of the action, that’s important. You have
to do the right thing. It may not be in your power, may not be in your
time, that there’ll be any fruit. But that doesn’t mean you stop doing
the right thing. You may never know what results come from your

action. But if you do nothing, there will be no result.”

“Strength does not come from physical capacity. It comes from an

indomitable will.”
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